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This Wednesday Night: 

The State of the West 

Valley and City 

Government 

Councilman  

Bob Blumenfield 
 

This Wednesday evening, Council District-3 
Councilman Bob Blumenfield will deliver his 

insights and expectations for the issues 
impacting Woodland Hills, the West Valley 

and the entire City. 
 

WHHO General Meeting 
This Wednesday January 25, 

7:30 PM- 9:00 PM   
You need to know what’s going on in City Hall 
and the State, and how those decisions and 
determinations will impact you, your home, your 
neighborhood and the entire West Valley.  
  
Webinar Virtual Meeting – Register to attend 

by going to www.whho.com  
 
The WHHO’s Webinar meeting begins at 7:30 
P.M. Wednesday night, and you must register at 
www.whho.com in order to attend. 

 

 
We 
 

 

 

Councilman Bob Blumenfield 
begins his final term as our voice 
downtown. Wednesday, you’ll 
hear the good, bad and ugly of 
what he expects for us. 
 

The WHHO has asked Councilman Bob Blumenfield 

to deliver his annual “State of the West Valley” 

address at our January 2023 general community 

meeting this Wednesday evening, and we can all 

expect that he’ll have a lot to talk about; 

Starting with the new LA Mayor and her plans for the 

City--including her Emergency Homelessness Order, 

the troubling antics of the LA City Council and its 

disgraced members, the possible/probable impacts of 

the new left-leaning, newly elected City Council 

members, and more. And that’s just the downtown tip 

of the iceberg.  

 

We also know the Councilman will have a lot to tell 

us about the never-ending homelessness plague and 

what’s being done to solve it, and the impacts of “By 

Right” Sacramento bills that have made development 

targets out of every single family residential 

neighborhood in the State. 

 

Also on the list of concerns that the Councilman is 

expected to address is safety on our streets and in our 

community, funding/defunding of the LA Police 

force, the deteriorating conditions on major 

community roads, and the evisceration of the City’s 

Specific Plans. 

 

“We’re happy that Councilman Blumenfield has 

again accepted our invitation to address the 
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community and share his insights and ideas on what 

we can expect in the coming year,” said WHHO 

President John Walker.  

 

“I think this will be a critical year for the West Valley 

and Warner Center, and for homeowners who are 

facing mounting uncertainties of retaining the look 

and feel of their communities in light of Sacramento’s 

efforts to ultra-densify single-family 

neighborhoods,” Walker continued. “There has been 

a huge effort by many of our elected representatives 

to strip away the protections and guidelines that 

communities come to expect when residents move 

there. We know the Councilman has some definitive 

ideas on shepherding Single Family residential 

communities and helping them retain and sustain 

their lifestyles.” 

 

Walker stated that he hopes homeowners and anyone 

else who clicks on and attends Wednesday night’s 

Zoom meeting will have very specific governance 

questions to ask the Councilman so that he doesn’t 

get tied up trying to answer relatively small issues 

that can be worked out with his staff members. “What 

the WHHO attempts to do is offer our members and 

friends an opportunity to interface with the 

Councilman on issues impacting their neighborhood 

and lifestyle,” Walker noted, “and give them greater 

insight on what they might expect in the coming 

year.” 

 

It is important to remember that if you plan to attend 

the WHHO Zoom webinar either visually or by  

phone, you will need to register at the WHHO 

webpage at www.whho.com in order to attend. There 

is no charge, and you are not required to be a member 

of the WHHO or to live in Woodland Hills. But again, 

you have to register at the WHHO website. 

 

A new date set for community 
presentation of the proposed 
“affordable” mega-apartment 
complex on Ventura Blvd.   
The community presentation of the Permanent 

Supportive Housing project for the affordable and 

low income apartment complex proposed for the 

empty hillside lot(s) next to the Bowlero bowling 

center at the far western end of Ventura Blvd. and 

overlooking the 101 Freeway, has a new date: 

Thursday, February 12.  

 

Originally scheduled to be presented to the 

community in late January, a new date was set 

because architectural drawings and the presentation 

weren’t fully complete. The February 12 date will be 

the only opportunity for the community to review the 

project due to Sacramento’s passage of State 

Assembly Bill 2162 that allows for expedited 

processing for 100% affordable projects that include 

at least 25% of the units as permanent supportive 

housing. 

 

The Woodland Hills-Warner Center Neighborhood 

Council Board and its Planning, Land Use and 

Mobility (PLUM) Committee have arranged a special 

combined meeting so that the community will at least 

have the opportunity to see what is intended by the 

Developer and have a chance to voice any issues they 

detect that would normally be up to the Planning 

Department, the CD-3 and the Neighborhood Council 

to detect before a project gets green-lighted. 

 

View of Permanent Supportive Housing project 

fronting on Ventura Blvd. 

Councilman Blumenfield has made a comment 

noting that his hands are tied in this matter: “Because 

of this law, public hearings cannot be required and 

there is no appeal process for these types of projects 

— the City is essentially cut out of the decision-

making process.”  

http://www.whho.com/
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“Even though I don’t have the authority to compel the 

developer to do much at all, I have asked them to 

present their project to the Neighborhood Council 

and they have assured me that they plan to do so.” 

The Councilman also adds: “As State laws designed 

to circumvent the City planning process are utilized 

and as new reforms are put forward to reduce the City 

Council’s land use discretionary power, we will see 

more and more circumstances like this where your 

(The Community’s) voice as spoken through your 

local elected representative, and as spoken directly 

through public hearings, will be muted.” 

The time and access information for the Feb. 12 

WHWCNC special meeting presenting the 

Permanent Supportive Housing project on Ventura 

Blvd. next to the Bowlero bowling building have not 

yet been published. Once the details have been set, 

the information will be on the Neighborhood Council 

website (whcouncil.org) and also will be made 

available on the WHHO website (www.whho.com) 

Should we expect the “Dallas 
Rams” to come out of the 
Kroenke Organization’s plans for 
the Village Anthem/Blue Cross, 
and Promenade tracts in Warner 
Center? 
 

Probably not, but the business strategy seems eerily 

similar. And the WHHO is watching this 

development closely. 
 

One of the most frequently asked questions 

circulating throughout Warner Center, Woodland 

Hills and the entire West Valley is: “Exactly what 

does Rams owner Stan Kroenke intend to do with all 

of the properties in Warner Center that’s he’s now 

purchased? 

 

The LA Rams owner has scooped-up over 100 acres 

of prime property in the heart of Warner Center, 

including the old Promenade Mall site that he 

purchased from Westfield, as well as his recent 

purchase of the old Anthem/Blue building and site 

and his most recently completed the purchase of The 

Village shopping mall from Westfield’s European 

parent company. 

 

All those purchases have generated speculations 

about where this area is headed and raised questions 

about the potential development of a "campus"-like 

facility in the neighborhood that might be similar to 

the Dallas Cowboys' "The Star" mega-development 

in Frisco, Texas that team owner Jerry Jones is 

building, or the mixed-use development that Kroenke 

is currently building next to his new SOFI stadium in 

Inglewood near the LA Airport. 

 

The executives at Kroenke and the LA Rams have 

been close-lipped, with only an admission that the 

Anthem/Blue Cross building is too old and decrepit 

to be used and would probably have to be razed. 

There has also been some speculation that initial 

plans for some of the sites have been rejected by the 

executives, but those rumors have not been proven. 

 

“The WHHO has established a pretty good 

relationship with The Rams and the Kroenke 

Organization, and they’ve told us that when they have 

some plans they are happy with, they’d be amenable 

to sharing them with the WHHO and the 

community,” commented WHHO President John 

Walker. “Until then, everyone will have to be happy 

with the unsubstantiated speculation.” 

 

 
             “The Star” in Frisco, TX 

In Frisco, Texas, The Star is a 91-acre campus that 

serves as the Cowboy’s world headquarters and 

practice facility, but also includes retail 
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establishments, office towers and buildings, medical 

facilities, and a center to host community activities. 

 

While the LA Times is quick to point out Kroenke’s 

SoFi stadium as a parallel to the new Rams facility, 

we disagree. The parallel with Frisco better equates 

with the demographics and lifestyle of Woodland 

Hills; a suburban-vibe, low-key neighborhood, 

quietly located along the northwestern edge of a large 

metropolis, compared to SoFi’s grand presence near 

LAX and the populous Westside. 

 

The Star in Frisco is an advanced business 

development concept that provides multiple streams 

of revenue to the Cowboys franchise as well as “high 

property values to its residents.” While the Cowboys 

played a central role in development, the entire 

private-public partnership also included the City of 

Frisco and the Frisco Independent School District.  

 

Private and public needs were taken into account at 

every stage of planning, including infrastructure 

(roads, police, water supply, sewers, electrical grids, 

telecommunications, etc.). LA’s aged infrastructure 

is often ignored when development dollars are 

promised. The Texas development was also designed 

to include a large fieldhouse for the Cowboy’s 

practices in cold winters, and as a center for area high 

school basketball competitions.  

 

It is currently unclear what impact(s) Kroenke's 

purchases will have on the approved Warner Center 

2035 Specific Plan, and whether the needs of the local 

community will be taken into consideration during 

the planning process like it has been in the Star 

development.  

 

Original thinking for the WC 2035 Plan included a 

school located in WC, as well as more commercial 

options. A 10,000 seat indoor arena was approved by 

the City on the site of the Promenade, in addition to 

residential, commercial, and hotel construction.  The 

WHHO believes it will be important for Kroenke and 

the Rams' organization to engage with the Woodland 

Hills community and the LAUSD School Board and 

involve them in the planning process to ensure that 

any potential negative impacts on the neighborhood 

are mitigated and that the development meets the 

future needs of the community and contributes to its 

overall well-being. 

 

The WHHO’s Walker expects Kroenke’s company to 

come up with a new land-use design that will 

encompass the entire site, and stressed that the 

homeowners group supports improvements in 

Warner Center, but will press for any proposed 

development plan to address ways to control noise 

and traffic, such as an expanded freeway off-ramp 

and critical street widening. 

 

 Councilman Bob Blumenfield also weighed in on the 

Kroenke purchases: “It’s incredibly exciting that the 

Kroenke Group has acquired the Village and the old 

Anthem sites, expanding their future footprint in 

Warner Center,” he said. “While many details need to 

be figured out, I am thrilled that the Rams want to 

build their new home in the West San Fernando 

Valley, and I look forward to working closely with 

them on this project.” 

 

So, as the sports commentators often say, “Stay tuned 

for further developments. “ 

 

Neighborhood Council Supports 
a Sanity Check on More Noise 
and Activity at Van Nuys Airport 
(VNY), and their increased flights 
over Woodland Hills.  
 

The Woodland Hills-Warner Center Neighborhood 

Council voiced the community’s growing concerns 

over the increased and unchecked number of flights 

over Woodland Hills and the West Valley. 

 

The WHWCNC submitted a Community Impact 

Statement (CIS) in support of the Los Angeles 

Council passage of Motion #22-1489. This City 

Council motion calls upon the Los Angeles World 

Airports (LAWA), owned by the City of Los 

Angeles, to provide a full accounting of all planned 

redevelopment projects including environmental 

https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2022/22-1489_misc_11-30.pdf
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impacts, future community engagement schedules 

and compliance of all projects to comply with the 

2005 VN Master Plan.  Led by Council members 

representing the Valley, the City Council has found 

that to date, LAWA has failed in its duty to disclose 

these activities and receive meaningful community 

input.   

 

During Covid, VNY traffic increased and operations 

expanded, providing a much-needed private air 

traffic alternative to LAX. This traffic and revenue 

growth allowed much needed facility modernization 

to commence. The perceived urgency also provided 

an avenue for VNY to bypass the Van Nuys Airport 

Citizens Advisory Council (CAC) and ancillary 

advisory bodies’ knowledge, input and process by 

submitting project proposals directly to the Board of 

Airport Commissioners (BOAC); oversight bodies 

that were established by the City of Los Angles 

decades ago. 

 

Van Nuys Airport (VNY) ranks as one of the world's 

busiest general aviation airports and is one of two 

airports owned by Los Angeles World Airports 

(LAWA), including Los Angeles International 

Airport (LAX). The airport system operates under the 

direction of a policy-making BOAC appointed by the 

Mayor of Los Angeles. In 1985, the Los Angeles City 

Council established the CAC for community 

examination and input around all aspects of general 

aviation operations, facilities development and land 

utilization at and around the airport. 

 

The unobstructed expansion trend is particularly 

disturbing given that year-over-year after hours 

operations at VNY has increased 40.24%, directly 

impacting area residents with additional noise, 

pollution and traffic. Overall FAA and After-Hours 

Operations have risen 40.06% since 2017.  

 

At this crucial juncture for the City of Los Angeles, 

where transparency and credibility are needed to 

restore public trust, it is imperative that all 

stakeholders have a meaningful opportunity for input 

on the modernization of VNY.  The WHHO wants to 

say “Thank you” to Bob Blumenfield (CD3), Nithya 

Raman (CD4) and Paul Krekorian (CD2) for 

submitting this motion and for Traci Park (CD11), 

where LAX is located, for her full support of the 

motion. 

 

City rejects plan for “affordable” 
high rise in single-family 
neighborhood behind Taft High. 
Judge says “I don’t agree.” 

 
Last month, the WHHO informed you about plans 

submitted to build a 7-story, very low income 

apartment complex with one commercial space on a 

single family home lot in the residential area behind 

Taft High School at 5353 Del Moreno Drive. 

 

The submitted plans intended to tear down a one-

story house facing the football field of Taft High 

School, an on a low-traffic residential neighborhood 

street. The developer intends to construct a 7-story, 

mixed-use development with 60 residential units (5 

to be Very Low Income and assigned to Disabled 

Veterans, and one commercial unit.) The developer is 

asking for a Categorical Exemption and a Density 

Bonus.  

 

The City’s Planning Department rejected the 

application because it was incomplete, then 

recommended that the City deny the request and a 

subsequent appeal by the Developer, and finally have 

the City inform the Applicant that it could not be 

accepted for entitlement filing purposes. 

 

The City Council agreed and voted 13-0-2 to support 

the rejection. But the non-profit group Yes In My 

Backyard took that decision to court and the Judge 

overruled the City Council.  

 

So now, the City is tasked with weighing a proposal 

that could possibly destroy a quiet neighborhood of 

older single family houses by sticking a 7-story 

apartment on a small residential lot, and on a quiet, 

non-commercial neighborhood street. 

As it now stands in late January 2023, the Case has 

been sent by Planning to the Neighborhood Council’s 
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PLUM Committee for deliberation and assessment 

sometime in February or March. 

 

It was pointed out that the proposed site abuts two 

other existing single-family homes whose property 

value will plummet if the project is approved, and the 

entire neighborhood is a distance away from Ventura 

Blvd. and not within easy walking distance to any 

public transportation site or services like grocery 

stores. No additional information on the project’s 

parking situation has been made available at this 

time. 

 

 
A View from WHHO: 

“By-Right” is all wrong for LA 
City Development Projects!!!! 
 

You’d have to be blind not to see that Los Angeles 

and the entire State of California have a gigantic 

homeless problem. 

 

But, you’d have to be brain dead to see that so many 

of Sacramento’s attempts to address this homeless 

problem situation have the potential of making the 

situation worse for even more people, while at the 

same time destroying neighborhoods and 

communities throughout the entire State. 

 

These “wanna-do-gooders” are actually doing very 

bad things for the future of our city by creating laws 

that actually turn these “solutions” into problems for 

so many neighborhoods by granting a “By-Right” 

entitlement to virtually anything a developer wants to 

stick somewhere. That By-Right designation 

eliminates any historic safeguards that City Planning 

Departments were entrusted to enforce, and removes 

the ability of City Councils, Mayors, or community 

organizations to even fight. 

That means whatever a builder wants to build 

anywhere, he can just go ahead and build it. To hell 

with existing Specific Plans. Damn the other property 

owners. Forget effective City Planning and best 

practices construction. The morons we’ve sent to 

Sacramento have plunged mindlessly into a morass 

of inept legislation with not an ounce of common 

sense around. It appears that no one in our State 

Legislature has the foresight—or insight—to ask the 

question “What happens then?” once these poorly 

planned and questionably designed actually get built 

in places where they shouldn’t be built. 
 

With all of the zoning limitations removed, these 

“quick fix” pieces of legislation have created “Open 

Season” for builders by removing every existing 

California City and town zoning regulation, standard 

and rule in a mindless attempt to solve a relatively 

short-term homeless situation by placing long-term 

construction in places it doesn’t belong. That means, 

hopefully, the homelessness crisis can be abated in 

the next few years through more thoughtful 

procedures and development, but these 7 and 8 story 

apartments in the middle of single family 

neighborhoods will remain for the next 60 or 70 

years. 

 

Hopefully, there are smarter people in Sacramento 

like our Governor who can put an immediate stop to 

this idiocy. And if not our Governor, then sitting in 

our higher courts who should recognize that by 

allowing builders to build whatever they want 

anywhere they want, they are infringing on the rights 

and values of adjacent property owners without any 

form of restitution to pay for their now diminished 

property values and loss of their desired lifestyles. 

 

As a society, we obviously can’t turn our backs on 

homelessness. But, we also can’t turn our backs on 

the regulations and practices that have helped create 

the society that we all chose to live in. 

 

It is time for the people we elected to office in 

Sacramento—are you listening Jesse Gabriel and 

Henry Stern—to grow a pair, stand up, and finally 

speak up for the homeowners, businesses and yes, 

even the renters, who elected you and who want to 

continue to live in the communities they have chosen, 

and in the style they have chosen. Yes, watch out for 

the homeless. But at the same time, don’t turn a blind 

eye to the communities you supposedly represent. 

You need to look out for the welfare of every one of 

your constituents. Have the guts to say “NO!” to 
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legislation that turns practically every community 

into a victim of builders’ whims and frees them of 

virtually any and all controls.  

 

Start today by introducing legislation that prohibits 

the “By-Right” designation for all construction where 

Zoning and Planning was previously enacted.  

 

What’s happening in Woodland 
Hills You Should Know About:  
A number of projects have either been started, 

approved or are being considered in the Woodland 

Hills- Warner Center area. 

 

1. Boething-Treeland master planned 

residential development: 

Apparently the time frame that the chosen 

developer (Toll Brothers) has run out, so the 

Boething family is still looking for avenues to 

either further develop the property, or possibly 

have the property assumed by the Mountain 

Conservancy if the financing and specifics can be 

worked out. The property has a number of major 

issues, including its location adjacent to the 101 

Freeway, as well at the very large hill that bisects 

it. 

 

2. IN-N-OUT restaurant and drive-through at 

22822 Ventura Blvd. and Rigoletto: 

The Neighborhood Council PLUM and Board 

voted to accept the proposed plans, but the 

homeowners and renters in the area objected and 

have met with IN-N-OUT to see if they can 

remedy the plans. The Neighborhood Council 

voted to “Reconsider” their approval vote and re-

vote at the February NC Board meeting. 

 

 

3. 20401 Ventura Blvd. 

At the top of Chalk Hill and formerly the site of 

several defunct restaurants—the latest being an 

all-you-can-eat sushi restaurant—the site was 

previously approved by the City as a site for a hi-

end hotel. That decision was opposed by the 

SEIU labor union, and the developer pulled out 

of the project instead of spending money fighting 

the union in court. The latest proposal for the site 

is for a 3 story (plus 2 stories of underground 

parking), climate-controlled storage building 

with some commercial office space on the 

ground floor front Ventura Blvd.  

 

The WHHO needs You to be part of us 
in 2023. 
 

The WHHO stands ready to speak up for you and 

carry forward your expectations and desires. We want 

to be your voice as well as your eyes and ears into 

what’s going on that will affect your lifestyle, your 

property and your neighborhood. 

 

You’ll find an Application at the bottom of the first 

page of our web site, WHHO.com. So please fill it 

out. In fact, you can even pay for your membership 

using PayPal.  So, join us today. We look forward to 

having you as part of our family. 

 

It is only $25 a year for an entire household to belong 

to WHHO, and your membership helps to sustain us 

by covering taxes, insurance and other legally 

required fees. 

 

 

WHHO Officers & Directors for 2023: 

President: John Walker - (818) 719-9181 

Vice-President: Dennis DiBiase - (818) 346-9567 

Vice-President: Marty Lipkin - (818) 999-4340 

Treasurer: Silvia Anthony Murley - (818) 404-1945 

Secretary: Nancy Porter - (818) 347-8869 

DIRECTORS AT LARGE 

Ari Coine  Armen Hovanessian 

Shelly Schwartz Aaron Williams 

 

Founders Emeritus 

Shirley Blessing Pat Patton 

 
Founder (In Memorium): Gordon Murley 

Co-Founder (In Memorium): Herb Madsen 

 

 






