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This Wednesday night:

Do You Know
What to Do to Keep
Your Family Safe and
Sound These Days?
LAPD Senior Lead Officer Sean
Dinse shares important information
and tips on safe-guarding your
family, your home and your
valuables.

WHHO General Meeting
This Wednesday July 27
7:30 PM- 9:00 PM
You are invited to hear what has been
happening in Woodland Hills, what you can
expect for the future and how to protect yourself,
your family and your property—especially if you
are going away for vacation—and get
suggestions on what to tell your family members
to avoid being targeted.
Webinar Virtual Meeting – Register to attend
by going to www.whho.com
The WHHO’s Webinar meeting begins at 7:30
P.M. Wednesday night, and you must register at
www.whho.com in order to attend.

Rising crime, bolder criminals,
and unpredictable actions could
threaten your safety, your
property, your pet, and even
your sanity. LAPD’s Sean Dinse
tells you how to prepare for it all.
Do you know what to do to keep your family and your
home safe and sound?
You may not have all the right answers! That’s why
the Woodland Hills Homeowners Organization
(WHHO) is hosting LAPD Senior Lead Office Sean
Dinse as our guest speaker this Wednesday evening,
July 27 at 7:30 pm. A stalwart of public safety in
Woodland Hills for over a decade, Officer Dinse can
help provide you with the insights and ideas that can
help protect your family, your home, your pet and
your valuables.
WHHO President John Walker underscored the
importance of attending Wednesday’s Zoom
meeting. “As we head off to summer vacations before
getting ready for the start of the school year, we
thought this was the ideal time to provide an update
on neighborhood crime as well as provide you with
some insights and tips - for both personal and
property safety.”
Walker added that the WHHO thinks it is critical that
you hear what has happened in Woodland Hills,
understand what you can expect for the future, and
learn how to protect yourself, your family and your
property especially if you are going away for vacation
- including some suggestions on what to tell your kids
on how to avoid being targets and things that you
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should be alert for so that you don’t become a victim
of crime.

charge, and you are not required to be a member of
the WHHO or to live in Woodland Hills.

In reaching out to Senior Lead Officer Dinse, the
WHHO has asked him to explain how the LAPD is
dealing with the rash of smash and grab incidents that
are happening in malls and in stores all over the City,
as well as how the increasing numbers of personal
assaults and robberies of expensive watches and
jewelry can be thwarted or avoided completely. Also,
ways to keep some breeds of dogs from being
dognapped and stolen.

West Valley Food Pantry gets
appeal hearing on August 11
after City Planning approved
their expansion request.

“Most of us thought that those kinds of incidents only
happened in “other parts of the city,” Walker said.
“But the sad fact is that Woodland Hills, Warner
Center and other areas of the West Valley are seeing
more and more of those incidents happen at places
where we eat, shop and bank. What Officer Dinse has
learned about how to prevent those crimes could save
each of us a lot of pain, angst and money.”
According to WHHO Board member Bobbie
Wasserman, the WHHO has also asked Officer Dinse
if he can provide some insights on how the LA Police
Department is reacting to the political movements in
some areas of the City to defund the police, and what
would be the direct impact to those areas--as well as
to Woodland Hills--if the LAPD was indeed
defunded.
Wasserman also noted that the WHHO has asked
Officer Dinse if he could share his insights into the
increasing
number
of
incidents
where
homeless/transient
individuals
have
gotten
aggressive with people walking near them, and to
offer his thoughts on school policing and safety, in
light of the Uvalde attack and other school shootings
that have filled the newspapers the last few years.
As expected at WHHO meetings, the audience will
be encouraged to submit questions during the
discussion. It is important to remember that if you
plan to attend the WHHO Zoom webinar either
visually or by phone, you will need to register at
www.whho.com in order to attend. There is no

The neighbors complained that after 50 years, a
valuable community service has vastly outgrown its
location in the middle of a low-density residential
community and was causing irreparable damage by
bringing in a thousand cars each week, attracting
homeless encampments, and leaving residential
streets filled with garbage and food cast-offs.
The City’s Planning Department assessment? Not our
problem! The Planning Department’s Zoning
Administrator green-lighted the requested expansion
of the West Valley Food Pantry at the Prince of Peace
Church on Rudnick Avenue near the Woodland Hills
Community Center.
In stamping his approval, Henry Chu, the Zoning
Administrator overseeing the request to expand the
facilities, found that the “residential location,
cumulative impacts, significant effects or unusual
circumstances,” weren’t enough to bar the expansion
of the Food Pantry and require its services to either
be capped or moved to a commercial location better
suited to handle the numerous truck deliveries, heavy
car traffic, and wandering transients.
Now, those who believe the West Valley Food Pantry
has outgrown its location in the middle of a
residential neighborhood will have another chance to
convince the City of Los Angeles that it has made a
huge miscalculation and failing to impede the growth.
The organizations and individuals who filed appeals
against the Zoning Administrator’s determination,
will be able to present their challenges and arguments
before the South Valley Area Planning Commission
in a special hearing on August 11, 2022 after 4:30 PM
at an exact time to be determined as the date nears.
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When the matter first went before the Zoning
Administrator, the WHHO Board took a stand and
wrote a letter to the City stating that, “…while the
mission of the West Valley Food Pantry is noble in
its goals…there is substantial evidence to prove that
the services and efforts have of the Food Pantry have
dramatically outgrown the quiet, low-density RA-1
neighborhood where it is located.”
The WHHO cited the impacts of traffic, noise,
garbage and threatening transients wandering
through the neighborhood and having an adverse
impact on the surrounding community. The letter also
pointed out that the Food Pantry had not only
enormously enlarged its service in this small
neighborhood, but that they had effectively been
operating for almost 50 years without the required
CUP and other required documents.
The WHHO Board letter added that if the Zoning
Administrator decided to issue the requested CUP,
that he place restraints on the size that the Food
Pantry can grow to and function at in this location,
and limit the number of “clients” to no more than 50
each day. Any additional “clients” would need to visit
a second Food Pantry at another location.
Obviously, the ZA chose to ignore the case laid out
by both the WHHO and the neighbors opposed to the
expansion, and issued the Letter of Determination
approving the expansion.
At the upcoming August 11 South Valley Area
Planning Commission hearing, a new set of judges
will hear the arguments from both sides of the issue
and make their determination. The public may
participate in the hearing, and allowed to give a brief
statement as to why the ZA’s decision should stand
or be overturned.
For specifics and more information about
participating in the South Valley Area appeal, you
should contact Debbi Thompson at (747) 261-8637.

818 Hotel for homeless families
gets bigger as Starbucks backs

out of taking over the old
Denny’s.
First, Starbucks announced that its plans to take over
the old Denny’s Restaurant on Ventura Blvd. across
from Taft High School were being dropped. Then,
last week it was revealed that the 818 Hotel was
actually the owner of the Denny’s property and that
the Denny’s would either be utilized as an additional
facility for the 818 Hotel that is being converted into
housing for homeless families.
Ken Craft, head of Hope of the Valley—the nonprofit organization that is being “gifted” with the 818
property by the State and the County, revealed during
the June Woodland Hills-Warner CenterNeighborhood Council Board meeting, that the
Denny’s was actually on a portion of land owned by
the 818 Hotel, and that since the Starbucks deal fell
through, the Hope of the Valley would be using the
site and probably the structure as part of its mission
to turn the 818 Hotel into homeless family housing.
None of that was revealed during the WHHO meeting
for the public earlier in the spring when the 818 Hotel
and the nearby Extended Stay America Hotel were
being discussed as sites for homeless housing.
The disappearance of the Denny’s was the second
major loss of a commercial venture on the stretch of
Ventura Blvd. going west of Winnetka along the rise
called Chalk Hill. Earlier this year, the developer of
the old Todai restaurant site announced he was
pulling out of his plans to build an already approved
6-story luxury hotel on the site after the SEIU union
opened a lawsuit against the hotel project in an effort
to demand improved benefits for workers in the hotel
years before it was even built. The developer said it
wasn’t worth the grief and hassles and dropped the
plans—thus assuring that there would be no
employment opportunities at that site for the
foreseeable future.

State Legislature continues
efforts to kill home ownership
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and destroy existing family
neighborhoods.
Two State Senate bills are posed to go before the
State Senate for a vote that would lead to new
property taxes, making getting into and keeping a
home more expensive and difficult, pushing
homeownership out of reach for many of California's
working families. Senate Bill 1105 and Senate Bill
679 are being floated as the solution(s) to generate
more money to construct housing for the homeless in
San Diego. If successful there, there are plans to take
it statewide.
SB 1105 grants vast, unchecked, taxing and bonding
authority to an unelected Housing Agency Board in
San Diego which would consist of 6 appointed
representatives, serving 4-year terms that can by
resolution, or initiative, impose:
• special taxes on real property,
• a parcel tax,
• a gross receipts business license tax,
• a special business tax,
• a documentary transfer tax,
• a special land value windfall tax, or
• a commercial linkage fee.
The proposed Agency requires revenues generated to
assist in the construction of housing broadly
defined. Revenue which could go to large developers
of rental homes and no restrictions on the agency
purchasing single family homes which could then
further limit the opportunities for home ownership.
Those arguing against SB 1105 believe the costs of
solving California’s housing problems should not be
placed on working Californians struggling to stay
afloat and trying to keep their homes in a tough
economic environment--especially when there is a
$97 billion state surplus.
The second Senate Bill hits even closer to home.
Similar to SB 1105, SB 679 would establish a local
Housing Agency in Los Angeles with a 19 member
“governing board” to raise revenues through:
• a parcel tax
• gross receipts business license tax

•
•

a document transfer tax, or
the issuance of bonds to fund affordable
housing preservation (acquiring,
rehabilitating, deed restricting, etc.).

Realtors are already up in arms against SB 679,
arguing that a 19 member governing board with the
powers to add additional parcel taxes, add to an
already problematic gross receipts business tax and
other additional taxes would make LA’s nightmarish
housing market even more unsolvable.
In Case You Missed Our June meeting:

Planning Department tries to
explain their thinking for the new
Southwest Valley Community
Plan update—including Ventura
Blvd.
The City of Los Angeles is being re-planned as is
required by law. And the Southwest Valley
Community Plan is in the midst of numerous
discussion of what to do with a section of the City
that has already been developed, but doesn’t
necessarily fit into the thinking of what City Planners
believe should be here.
The WHHO asked the team of Planners working on
the Southwest Valley Community Plan (Woodland
Hills, Tarzana, West Hills, Canoga Park, Winnetka
and parts of Reseda) to try and explain what they’ve
envisioned for our section of the city to the
homeowners, businesses and residents who will have
to live with their thinking.
What was revealed was that even they aren’t quite
sure how to accomplish what they think the City
Council wants accomplished as far as updating the
Community Plan that was last “improved” 25 years
ago.
Based on the maps and graphs the Planning
Department presented, most of the land in Woodland
Hills is forecast to remain pretty much the way we are
seeing it now. Only, the density factors have been
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increased due to the “requirements” mandated by SB9 and SB-10 that were signed into law by the
Governor. The area targeted for the greatest potential
change or changes is Ventura Blvd.
The existing Cahuenga and Ventura Blvd. Specific
Plan governs land use requirements and restrictions
from the Cahuenga Pass on the far east end to the
Ventura-Mulholland/Valley Circle terminus on the
far west end. The Planning group discussed what they
are thinking of changing in an attempt to fulfill the
new housing and development edicts that came after
SB-9 and SB-10 were enacted.
To cut to the chase, the group from Planning said that
were considering scrapping most of the building
height limitation along Ventura Blvd. so that
structures of 5, 6 and possibly 7 stories could be built
in place of the 35-foot limitation that hold most
Ventura Blvd. buildings to single or 2 story
structures.
The thinking was to create opportunities to construct
apartment buildings or mixed-use developments
along Ventura that would fulfill the need for
affordable housing as well as some low and very low
income housing,
The reaction from those attending the WHHO
meeting was predictable. There were some questions
of views being blocked by taller buildings, and others
who noted that the idea of a 6 story building rising
adjacent to their backyard was something they would
object to. Also brought up was the question of
whether the public transportation system could carry
dramatically increased amounts of riders, or if most
people would wind up just driving and adding to the
traffic tie-ups that already plague Ventura Blvd.
The Planners stated that they thought any new high
rise buildings would be limited to certain sections of
Ventura Blvd., and that they would return to the
WHHO when they had those decisions more
concrete.

The WHHO needs You to be part of us
in 2022.
The WHHO stands ready to speak up for you and
carry forward your expectations and desires. We want
to be your voice as well as your eyes and ears into
what’s going on that will affect your lifestyle, your
property and your neighborhood.
If you believe that the WHHO is providing a valuable
public service in addressing some of the most critical
issues impacting you and your neighborhood, hosting
the City and State officials who can answer your most
pressing questions, and speaking up for you during
the endless calendar of meetings and hearings, then
we invite you to step up and become an official
member of the Woodland Hills Homeowner
Organization.
It is only $25 a year for an entire household to belong
to WHHO, and your membership helps to sustain us
by covering taxes, insurance and other legally
required fees.
You’ll find an Application at the bottom of the first
page of our web site, WHHO.com. So please fill it
out. In fact, you can even pay for your membership
using PayPal. So, join us today. We look forward to
having you part of our family.
WHHO Officers & Directors for 2020:
President: John Walker - (818) 719-9181
Vice-President: Dennis DiBiase - (818) 346-9567
Vice-President: Marty Lipkin - (818) 999-4340
Treasurer: Silvia Anthony Murley - (818) 404-1945
Secretary: Nancy Porter - (818) 347-8869
Directors At Large
Founders Emeritus
Ari Coine
Shirley Blessing
Armen Hovanessian
Pat Patton
Shelly Schwartz
Aaron Williams
Bobbie Wasserman
Founder (In Memorium): Gordon Murley
Co-Founder (In Memorium): Herb Madsen
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