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WHHO General Meeting
This Wednesday January 26,
7:30 PM:
Councilman Bob Blumenfield
City Council District-3
“State of the West Valley”
Webinar Virtual Meeting – Register to attend
by going to www.whho.com
The WHHO has invited Councilman Bob
Blumenfield to deliver his State of the West Valley
assessment and to discuss critical issues that can -and will-- impact you, your family, your home and
your neighborhood.
The WHHO’s Webinar meeting begins at 7:30 P.M.,
and it is critical you register at www.whho.com in
order to attend and possibly participate.

Today: Councilman Blumenfield
assesses what’s happening in
the West Valley, and discusses
future plans for our community.
Council District-3 Councilman Bob Blumenfield
will lead off the WHHO’s 2022 calendar of
important speakers tonight, Wednesday, January 26,
at 7:30 PM, and will deliver his “State of the West
Valley” assessments of the good, the bad and the

ugly things that are happening in Woodland Hills,
the West Valley, and the City.
The Councilman, who was most recently involved in
the City Council’s “re-assessment” of the mandated
10-year City redistricting efforts, will discuss the
machinations of what went wrong and what had to
be corrected in the city-wide process. He’ll also
address the issues of the homeless efforts in the CD3, the mushrooming RV/van/bus encampments, the
growing drug problems in our area, and numerous
other topics that are increasingly drawing the ire of
the community and sometimes even the applause of
special interest groups.
For the last decade, the WHHO has invited the
seated CD-3 Councilmember to start the new year
by delivering an assessment of the on-going issues
impacting the Woodland Hills and Warner Center
areas, and enlighten the community about any new
actions involving the City that will be meaningful to
various neighborhoods and the West Valley.
With the CD-3 Council seat coming up for election
this year, and Blumenfield already filing his intent
to run for a third and final time, the community will
be listening carefully to hear how the Councilman is
proposing to finally solve the
community’s
homeless, RV, drug and municipal maintenance
problems. He will also be questioned on how his
office--as well as the whole City Council-- plans to
deal with the State’s mandated densification orders
that come from two Sacramento bills allowing an
additional 4 “granny flats” on virtually every single
family residential property, as well as allowing
small, 6-7 story apartment structures in the middle
of traditionally single family neighborhoods.
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WHHO President John Walker stated that members
who virtually attend our WHHO webinar meeting
will be able to ask pertinent questions by using the
Q&A feature of the webinar. “We will try to get as
many questions from members answered as we
can,” Walker said. “But, because of previous
“Zoom-bombing,” we haven’t been able to open our
virtual meetings to live callers. We know folks have
a lot of questions, so you can post them during the
discussion using the Q&A button or the Chat button,
and we will try to get you a response.”
The WHHO General Meeting Zoom Webinar will
start on-line at 7:30 PM, and to gain access to
Wednesday’s WHHO Webinar, simply go to the
WHHO website (www.whho.com) and register
there.

LA County reveals plan to buy
motel across from Taft High
School and use the site for 100
housing units for the homeless.
In news that was only officially revealed to the
Woodland Hills Community this past weekend, it
was revealed that the County Board of Supervisors
have arrived at a decision to ask the State of
California for the funds necessary to purchase the
failing “818 Motel” that is located on Ventura
Boulevard, directly across from Taft High School,
and then turn it over to the Hope of the Valley
organization to run it.
This action comes after Supervisor Holly Mitchell
presented a motion to the 5-member County
Supervisor Board, along with a list of potential sites
that the State could provide funding for in an effort
to deal with the homeless situation.
What has the Woodland Hills community suddenly
abuzz is that no one from our area’s County
Supervisor office (Currently held by Sheila Kuhl),
the LAUSD School Board member responsible for
the area (Nick Melvoin) or Councilman Bob
Blumenfield bothered to inform the community that

this was in the works—even though several WHHO
Board members and area residents pressed
individuals in the CD-3 and LAUSD after rumors of
this plan began circulating over a month ago.
One key issue that has a rapidly-growing number of
neighborhood residents, parents of Taft students,
teachers, administrators and owners of nearby
businesses and office buildings so distraught, is the
fact that the initial proposal anoints Hope of the
Valley Rescue as the organization that will
supposedly be operating the 3-story, 100-unit hotel
as Interim housing / bridge housing-- for all
homeless cases. There is no safeguard language
requiring that residents of this housing have to be
clean and sober or on the path to rehabilitation, or
that this be used exclusively for sheltering homeless
families. They are worried that this throws the doors
wide-open to numerous individuals with drug,
mental or other issues.
This is an area that has only just started coming back
to life with a new luxury hotel slated to be built, a
futuristic Porsche dealership under construction, and
a new Chick-Fil-A restaurant in operation. For over
two years, Taft High School students were forced to
walk to and from school through the Winnetka
underpass encampment. To pass safely, students
walked in the middle of the street or were escorted
by parents and community members due to the
On-going threats and open drug use of encampment
residents. It has only been a short time that the
encampment has been cleared and students can now
freely come and go on their own.
Several area individuals also noted that the homeless
facilities in the Valley currently being run by Hope
of the Valley are highly restricted about how or why
they can limit individuals staying at their facilities.
They point to the “cabin communities” now
operating behind the CD-3 offices in Reseda and in
Tarzana as only being able to limit residents from
carrying weapons or using drugs by having them
“stow” those items in locked safe boxes outside the
main gate, with free access to the weapons and
drugs once the homeless residents leave the gate.
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“Our members are pointing out that there a lot of
things wrong with this entire effort,” stated WHHO
Vice President Marty Lipkin. “First is the
unconscionable action of elected officials like the
Supervisors, to subject a delicate area like this to
such an action without first informing them of their
intentions and discussing options with the parents,
school officials, teachers and businesses and
homeowners who will obviously be impacted.”
“Second, the incredible failure for anyone involved
to even remotely consider the impact on the
hundreds of students attending school directly across
Ventura Blvd. from the site is either colossally
stupid, or grossly incompetent,” he continued.
“The third massive failure of the County
Supervisors, the Hope of the Valley administrators
and even the CD-3 is the failure to mandate that this
site--directly located across from one of the largest
high schools in the West Valley, be strictly limited
to housing homeless families with children or
seniors, and not just thrown open to a general
homeless population with numerous individuals who
have already been causing countless problems with
drug use, narcotics dealing and mental instability
for the LAPD, City Sanitation and even the LA Fire
Department.”
Another WHHO member chimed in, saying,
“Councilman, Bob Blumenfield has repeatedly
stated that the ‘District-3 has more than enough
housing to adequately accommodate all of the
currently homeless population.’ Therefore, the
interim homeless housing at the 818 Hotel is not
needed in CD3.”
The 818 Hotel site is part of the State Homekey
Grant Fund. WHHO President John Walker
underscored that the WHHO and the residents of
Woodland Hills are not against creating living
facilities for homeless individuals until they can find
jobs or can receive the mental, addiction, or
employment help they need. However, he
emphasized that all locations are not valid for all

types of homeless facilities, and simple logic must
guide elected officials and the administrators of
Hope of the Valley Rescue Mission as to exactly
who would be best served by each different
location—and which group of “interim residents”
would best be acceptable to the parents, students,
business owners and residents surrounding each site.

Where does all the dough go?
LA City Controller Ron Galperin
to be WHHO’s February speaker.
Every detective—both true-life and fictional—will
tell you: If you want to get the real story on things—
just follow the money. And for February’s WHHO
Community General meeting that’s exactly what
we’re going to ask LA’s City Controller to help us
do as we discuss where billions of dollars of our
taxes are going—and if we’re getting our money’s
worth.
Since being elected as the City’s main money man,
Galperin has earned a sterling reputation as one of
the most honest public servants in City Hall, as well
as one of the most vigilant watchdogs and forthright
critics of over-spending, waste and just plain theft.
He’s been a frequent critic of financial
unaccountability since he was first elected in 2013
and then re-elected in 2017.
During his terms in office, his department’s audits
have improved the financial oversight of street
maintenance, homeless housing, arts funding,
illegal dumping pickup, airport operations, L.A.’s
tree services, City emergency services and much
more. During the February WHHO meeting, we’ll
be asking him if our public dollars are being spent
efficiently and effectively—especially in the area of
homeless. Voters have consented to collect billions
of dollars intended to fix the homeless situation and
to help provide affordable housing—with relatively
little to show for it for both causes.
For a seemingly mild-mannered City official,
Galperin has locked horns with the Mayor, the City
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Council, and virtually every City Department
head—including the Departments of Street Services
and the Sanitation Department—over misuse of
funds, waste, and failure to complete necessary
repairs to keep our City running. His insight and
comments should be able to tell all of us who needs
to be replaced in LA City government.
We’ll also ask Mr. Galperin to pull back the curtains
that many politicians and special interest groups
have created to hide their excesses at the money
trough.
“Ron Galperin has been one of LA’s most valuable
assets,” stated WHHO President John Walker.
“We’re excited that he’ll be our February speaker
and hopefully shine a light on some of the biggest
wastes of our tax dollars during the discussion.”
Walker also noted that in one of his most recent
reports this January 12th, Galperin identified 26
City-owned property sites that should be made
available for homeless housing construction. Only
two (2) are located in the West Valley—both in
Reseda. None of the vacant LAUSD school sites in
Woodland Hills or West Hills were on the list, much
to the relief of homeowners in the areas surrounding
those locations.
Controller Ron Galperin is scheduled to address the
WHHO membership on Wednesday, February 23 at
7:30 PM, so save the date.

Abolish Single Family Home
neighborhoods like Sacramento
wants? The neighborhoods are
pushing back, and your push is
needed.
If you look at the two Senate Bills (SB-9 and SB-10)
that the California legislature passed last year and
Governor Newsom signed into law, you’d probably
say that Single Family zoning has been abolished
and now every neighborhood has become a target

for developers to over-pay for a few pieces of land,
demolish the house, and erect new high-density
housing—none of it required to meet the State’s
definition of “Affordable Housing” and all of it
adding to the drain on our water, electric and
roadway systems.
But don’t give up hope. Or, rush to spend the
“windfall” you’d expect to make by being the first
in your neighborhood to open yourself to “blockbusting.” There is a bipartisan coalition of local
leaders who have filed an initiative that would
prevent those laws from having any effect on
existing Single Family neighborhoods, and it would
ban any similar state laws in the future. The
bipartisan group has named their initiative “Our
Neighborhood Voices,” and the State Attorney
General has already begun the process of preparing
it for a State Initiative that—if it receives the
necessary number of registered voter signatures—
will appear on a statewide ballot.
If voters approve it, it would provide that local landuse and zoning laws override any conflicting State
laws. To qualify for the ballot, it needs nearly 1
million valid signatures of registered voters by midApril to qualify for the November 2022 ballot. (Not
much time and not an easy task). But, if it passes,
cities will once again be empowered to control local
zoning and make their own decisions about where
higher density housing may be built, along with
decisions about any requirements for developers to
provide off-street parking or traffic mitigation
measures.
There are other legal machinations going on to
remedy SB-9 and SB10’s damage, but they might do
even more damage by undoing the protections of
Prop 13 and unfavorably alter your tax rates upward. The WHHO will try to let you know when
and where homeowners who want to preserve their
Single Family Home neighborhoods can sign up for
the “Our Neighborhood Voices” initiative so we can
help bring back some of the sanity about our
neighborhoods’ housing that Sacramento seems so
resolute to destroy.
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How and where to get free Covid
Tests and free N-95 masks.
The Federal government has recently announced
that every home in the U.S. is eligible to order 4 free
at-home COVID-19 tests. The tests are completely
free and can be now ordered at covidtests.gov.
Orders typically ship in 7-12 days.
Additionally, insurance companies are also now
required to reimburse you for 8 tests per month for
each individual on their plan allowing up to $12 per
individual test. The best way to find out specific
details is to contact your health plan or insurer to
determine if they provide direct coverage or if you
might need to submit a claim for reimbursement.
The highly effective N-95 masks ordered and paid
for by the federal government are now being
distributed at many of our local pharmacies, so be
sure to contact them to see if a supply is available.
And because of the surges in the Omicron Covid-19
virus, a new, large-scale surge testing site for free
tests has been re-established at Pierce College. The
drive-thru test site is offering free PCR tests until
least the next month. The Pierce testing site (6201
Winnetka Ave.) is open from 10am-4pm Tuesday
through Saturday, and the entrance is located on
Mason Ave., just off of Victory Blvd. No
appointment is needed, but pre-registration is critical
to accommodate any surges in cars, and to insure
efficiency. To sign up for the testing online, go
to: forms.flowhealth.com/access/CorePierceCollege
and get your QR code. Once you are registered for
the Pierce site, you’ll be able to come back
whenever a test is needed without any further
documentation.

LA City vs. LA County on
homelessness: It’s Hatfields
versus McCoy’s in the courts.
This week, U.S. District Judge David Carter who
has been handling the Homelessness lawsuit brought
by the LA Alliance for Human Rights (an

association of downtown residents, homeless
individuals and property owners) ordered a
mandatory settlement conference in the longrunning lawsuit demanding that the City and County
of Los Angeles work together to find shelter for the
thousands of homeless camping on sidewalks and
near freeways.
What should come as no surprise to any Angeleno,
Judge Carter referred several times to the “historic
schism” between the City and County which has
blocked any progress of compelling the local
governments to “comprehensively” deal with the
homelessness crisis downtown.
In defending against the lawsuit, attorneys for L.A.
City said in their request for a dismissal motion, “the
misguided lawsuit violates separation of powers
laws and intrudes into the City’s handling of
complex policy issues that should be addressed by
elected City leaders, not a Federal judge.”
Conversely, LA County’s attorney told the court that
“the County does not belong in the case to begin
with, since Skid Row is located in the City of Los
Angeles, not the County. All we do in Skid Row is
deliver services. Our services are extensive, they’re
ongoing … we shouldn’t be defending a lawsuit; we
should be working arm in arm (on the homelessness
problem). The money should be spent on the
homeless, not on lawyers.”
So the City points the fingers at the County and the
County points the fingers at the City and we’re all
stuck in the middle of this quagmire with no one
calling out the insanity. The Mayor LA of course is
three-quarters out the door to India. Even the Mayor
of San Francisco has addressed their situation as she
declared a state of emergency to fight crime and
overdose deaths. Our local leaders? Silent!
One Los Angeles City Attorney even had the
audacity to tell Judge Carter, “…this is a political
lawsuit. The LA Alliance disagrees with the way the
City and County are handing a specific policy. If
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they want to change the City’s homelessness policy,
they can run for office.”
For their part, LA Alliance’s attorney said the
impasse between the City and County reflects
“continued systemic failure” in which local
government is “failing in (its) statutory and
constitutional obligations” to protect citizens.
The mandatory conference is scheduled for Feb. 15.
But as all things these days, that date really depends
on the COVID-19 situation. If the conference does
not result in a settlement, the lawsuit would likely
go to trial. In the meantime, just last year 1,612
homeless individuals couldn’t outlast the CityCounty feud. They perished on the streets or in
hospitals.

The WHHO needs You to be part of us
in 2022.
We’ve started another year—one that should prove
to be monumental in trying to resolve some of the
biggest crisis our community and our City have ever
faced. And the WHHO wants to help be your voice
as well as your eyes and ears into what’s going on
that will impact your lifestyle, your property and
your neighborhood.
As you know, the Woodland Hills Homeowners
Organization holds forums on critical issues
impacting you, your home and your community. We
actively lobby City and State decision makers on
your behalf. Our meetings are free and open to all.
But, it does cost money for insurance, electronics
and hopefully in the not-to-far in the future—for a
meeting hall.
We are a Community Organization, and we’d like to
gain your help in helping us sustain and invigorate
every neighborhood in Woodland Hills and Warner
Center. So if you have an issue or a cause you want
help in, we’d like to help you reach your goal.
And if you believe that the WHHO is providing a
valuable public service in addressing some of the

most critical issues impacting you and your
neighborhood, hosting the City and State officials
who can answer your most pressing questions, and
speaking up for you at the endless calendar of
meetings and hearings, then we invite you to step up
and become an official member of the Woodland
Hills Homeowner Organization. It is only $25 a year
for an entire household to belong, and your
membership helps to sustain us by covering taxes,
insurance and other legally required fees.
You’ll find an Application at the bottom of the first
page of our web site, WHHO.com. We look forward
to having you part of our family.

Please trust our advertisers for
the services you can count on.
And be sure to tell them you saw
their ad here.
The advertisers who place ads in the WHHO
Newsletter show that they believe in making
Woodland Hills an even better community for all of
us. They are professionals dedicated to providing
you with attentive service and fair prices. And they
recognize that supporting the WHHO with their ads
helps you get the information and sometimes
political intervention that can make a substantial
difference in your neighborhood. Why not patronize
the businesses you see here or give these services an
opportunity to bid for your project? Call them up
today, and be sure to tell them that you saw their
advertisement in the WHHO newsletter. We
appreciate it. They appreciate your business. And
the community appreciates your thoughtfulness.
WHHO Officers & Directors for 2020:
President: John Walker - (818) 719-9181
Vice-President: Dennis DiBiase - (818) 346-9567
Vice-President: Marty Lipkin - (818) 999-4340
Treasurer: Silvia Anthony Murley - (818) 404-1945
Secretary: Nancy Porter - (818) 349-8869
Founder (In Memorium): Gordon Murley
Co-Founder (In Memorium): Herb Madsen
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Please trust our advertisers for the services
you can count on. And be sure to tell them
you saw their ad here.
Paul R Lawler, LUTCF
InsuranceAge t
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We urge you to patronize the businesses you see
here and give these services an opportunity to bid
for your project. Call them up today, and be sure
to tell them that you saw their advertisement in
the WHHO newsletter. We appreciate it. They
appreciate your business. And the community
appreciates your thoughtfulness.
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JOIN OUR BOWLING FAMILY
Junior Leagues
Senior Leagues
Open Bowling
Live Music - Karaobe
Comecl~- Billiards
Dancing and More!
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WINNETKA BOWL
20122 Vanowen St., Winnetka, CA 91306
818-340-5190 www.winnetkabowl.net
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Bumper Repair - $475 I front or rear

(818) 343-5393
FAX (818) 343-5815
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(B1B) 347-2054
'n ' 5339 Comercio Way
~ Woodland Hills

JAMES L. HEIMLER

JAMES HEIMLER, ARCHITECT, INC.
LEED ACCREDITED - SUSTAINABLE DESIGN
RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL , INSTITUTIONAL AND INDUSTRIAL

19510 Ventura Blvd ., Ste 210
www.jhai-architect.com
e-mail: jheimler@jhai-architect.com
Tarzana , CA 91356

