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WHHO General Meeting
This Wednesday September 22,
7:30 PM:
LAPD Lead Officer Sean Dinse
And other officers from the Topanga
Community Police Station
Webinar Virtual Meeting – Register to attend
by going to www.whho.com
Police commentary on major issues impacting
our neighborhoods: Homeless camps,
speeding, drug sales and more.
The WHHO has asked SLO Sean Dinse and several
other officers responsible for over-seeing Woodland
Hills to discuss and explain the major issues
impacting our community and what they can do
about it. Other invitations have gone to SLO Jose
Fernandez and Captains Todd Hankel and Francis
Boating.
The WHHO’s Webinar meeting begins at 7:30 P.M.,
and it is critical you register and attend

The LAPD talks about the
problems in our streets and
neighborhoods—and what
they’re doing about them.
The issues of homeless encampments, RV parking,
smash and grab robberies, and high-speed drivers on
quiet residential streets are just a few of the serious
issues impacting our neighborhoods that we’ve asked
Senior Lead Officer Sean Dinse to discuss at
with WHHO members at our September Community

the

virtual WHHO General meeting this Wednesday
evening starting at 7:30 P.M.
SLO Dinse has always been one of the most
forthright and astute guests about our community’s
policing issues and approaches to problem solving,
and we believe that his observations, suggestions and
explanations will provide many with some of the
unknown insights into what the City’s police force
faces in trying to solve those issues.
In addition to SLO Sean Dinse, the WHHO has also
invited fellow area SLO Jose Fernandez to join the
discussion, as well as extending invitations to Captain
Todd Hankel and Captain Francis Boating--the new
leadership of the Topanga station.
Officers Dinse and Fernandez are responsible for the
two largest areas of Woodland Hills (Dinse, east of
Topanga; Fernandez, west of Topanga) and see the
majority of major issues happening in their areas.
They have been faced with the mounting problems of
the homeless encampments and RV clusters along
Ventura Blvd. as well as under the 101 Freeway
underpasses.
They’ll discuss many of the issues they face with
trying to remove those sites and move those homeless
individuals into more permanent housing, the issues
of clean-ups and dealing with the restrictions placed
on them by several courts, and the plusses and
negatives imposed by the new homeless ordinances
recently passed by the City Council. (See following
story)
According to WHHO President John Walker, the
focus of Wednesday night’s meeting won’t be limited
to just issues created by the homeless situation.
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“There have been a number of other important issues
impacting our community, and I think the
homeowners, residents and businesses of the area will
want to hear how the LAPD is dealing with those
issues,” he said. Walker pointed out that the number
of smash and grab robberies along Ventura Blvd. has
escalated from the past and that storeowners are
seeing a number of teen-age groups enter shops,
destroy merchandise and run out with stolen goods
while holding store employees at bay.
There have also been a growing number of catalytic
converter thefts during the middle of the night where
thieves gain access to cars parked in driveways and
along the curb, and quickly hacksaw out and make off
with the expensive catalytic converter from under the
automobile.
Walker has also been pressed to ask Wednesday
night’s guests what can be done about the growing
number of drivers who are now racing up and down
neighborhood streets at speeds often more than 30-40
mph above their original posted limits.
“This community has always appreciated the candor
and insights that Officer Dinse brings when he
discusses police issues impacting Woodland Hills,”
Walker noted. “Because of the limits in our virtual
format, we’re going to ask that people use the Q&A
feature on their screen or the Comments feature to
post any questions they would like answered. I
know,” he continued, “that many would like to have
a discussion and ask multiple questions, or articulate
their own comments, but because of being Zoombombed by cranks and other disruptive individuals
during earlier WHHO meetings, we’ve had to change
formats and limit viewer input to the Q&A or
Comments features.”
The WHHO General Meeting Zoom Webinar will
start on-line at 7:30 PM, and to gain access to
Wednesday’s WHHO Webinar, simply go to the
WHHO website (www.whho.com) and register there.
Questions can be entered on the Q&A feature of
Zoom and will be passed on to the guests.

City created new municipal code
to deal with homeless issues—
then revamps them and modifies
them to be less sweeping.
It started out as a way for the City of Los Angeles to
find a solution with the growing numbers of homeless
encampments and RV collectives on streets and
under freeway overpasses. And, a way for the City to
meet the legal thresholds set by Federal courts. But
what it has wound up as is a far less impactful piece
of legislation that is far more limited than originally
intended, and which will probably be far less
successful than originally intended.
Allow us to try and decipher the “modified” Los
Angeles Municipal Code 41.18 edict.
The original ordinance was created to go into effect
on September 3rd and to be an initial tool for clearing
homeless encampments and hauling away the trash,
old box springs, paper waste and human waste that
were collecting in and around homeless sites. The
radically modified Ordinance 41.18 has now been
amended by the City Council and other City officials
to do less, and have left residents and businesses
confused as to the actual power behind the ordinance.
Ordinance 41.18 basically specifies particular times
and locations where it is unlawful for a person to “sit,
lie, or sleep, or to store, use, maintain or place
personal property in the public right-of-way”. Yet, to
enforce the modified Ordinance, the City Council
needed to approve a “street engagement strategy” that
offers people housing options before encampments
are to be ‘cleared’. These options, or “street
engagement strategies” were needed to have the
ordinance comply with the federal court ruling of a
few years ago that basically stated the City could not
force people to leave the streets unless the City had a
“bed” for them.

The original engagement strategy passed with LAMC
41.18 in July. However, a new, “lite” version of the
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strategy passed Friday, Sept. 17, which
replaces/updates the original. Basically, the new
engagement strategy ensures that there will be no
action on 41.18 until Spring 2022.
To make it simple, here what the original September
3, 2021 ordinance stated and here’s what the new
“Lite” version of the ordinance adopted on
September 17, 2021 now says:
Original Street Engagement Strategy:
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•
•

An encampment is OK if less than 10 tents.
It is OK if less than 30 campers.
It must allow 36 inches for ADA clearance.
It must be more than 5 feet from a fire hydrant,
driveway, or doorway.
A councilperson must get a council resolution
identifying which encampment they want to take
action against.
The council must vote for it.
Notice to move must be posted for 14 days, after
a councilperson has brought the matter to the full
council for a resolution.
An "engagement" with a camper could take up to
four months.
Offering of shelter and resources do not have to
be accepted by a camper.
A camp cannot be within 500 feet of schools,
parks, shelters, and libraries.
Nothing will happen quickly.

The New “Lite” version of the Street
Engagement Strategy (Sept. 17, 2021)
•

Pick just one location in each of the fifteen
council districts.
• “Triage" each district’s “pilot location.”
• Report back to the Homelessness and Poverty
Committee in February 2022 on the results and
“lessons learned.”
• Nothing will happen quickly.
Obviously, the new “Lite” version of the City’s
encampment ordinance has practically been

“modified” out of existence—and basically neutered
to be little more than a joke to solving the growing
homeless encampment issues.
According to Councilman Bob Blumenfield
commenting before the new “Lite” plan went into
effect, before designating any area as a ‘noencampment zone’ under 41.18, the City Council
needed to approve a street engagement strategy, i.e.
rules and protocols for departments to follow. The
“Lite” plan was the result.
What the CD-3 has proposed is now considering is
the use of the something called the CARE+ clean-up
plan that been prohibited for the past 17 months,
except adjacent to Bridge Home sites. However, due
to vaccine availability and other health restrictions
being lifted, the City has recently resumed CARE+
cleanups citywide.
CARE+ cleanups that are much more extensive than
regular spot cleanings since they require everything
in the public right of way to be temporarily removed
so that the sidewalk can be power washed and
sanitized. The CARE+ cleanups also require that Los
Angeles Homeless Services Authority (LAHSA) be
on site to offer services to those who must
temporarily move.
The CARE+ cleanup plan was used to clean the
encampment space in front of the Target store on
Ventura Blvd. However, the homeless are allowed to
move back to the space after the cleanup is
completed.
Councilman Blumenfield stressed that the new
41.18 laws limiting encampments and CARE+ clean
ups are different tools. He has also written that the
Bowlero site on Ventura Blvd. is still high on his
priorities list.
To an insider, the machinations of the current City
Council have the appearance of a group desperately
trying to gain traction on the City’s mushrooming
homeless situation. However, to the communities and
businesses being impacted every day and night, it all
appears to be nothing more than shoving a few more
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quarters into the Whack-A-Mole machine and
claiming that they’re on their way to getting rid of all
those pesky varmints.

buying in established communities, outbidding
families and destroying local planning in favor of
random density without infrastructure.

SB-9 and SB-10 are no longer a
nightmare. Now they’ve become
our reality.

All this was done with the single-minded goal of
increasing density so that more housing can be built
on land already occupied by a single residential
residence. However, there is nothing in these laws
that states that the additional housing has to be for
“Affordable Housing” which means that the
thousands of people bemoaning the fact that their
children can’t afford to move into neighborhoods like
theirs, but that even with up to 8 housing units on one
current parcel, they still won’t be able to afford to be
in the neighborhood since all of the new abodes could
be rented at market rate or above rents.

You know how nightmares usually tend to dissipate
in the morning? Well the ones conjured up in
Sacramento have a habit of not only coming true—
the harm and idiocy they cause often lives on beyond
the office terms of their creators to keep causing
problems and destruction long after the State
Senators and Assembly members are turned out of
office.
Following the unsuccessful election to remove him,
Governor Newsom signed into law the two Senate
Bills SB-9 and SB-10 that as written appear to have
the ability to destroy single family home
neighborhoods as we know them.
Both bills come very close to destroying all zoning
by communities throughout the State. Specifically,
here’s what the two bills do:
• SB-9: It would end single-family zoning
to allow up to 6 units where 1 single family
home is now situated. Add on the already
legally allowed 2 Accessory Dwelling Units
and the number of “homes” next to yours
could be 8! It gets worse, since there are no
provisions for parking or green space—and of
course there will be no way to stop or
challenge it.
• SB-10: A copycat of the previously defeated
SB 902 Scott Weiner bill that lets a simple
majority on city councils override State
CECA safeguards to allow 10-unit pricey,
market-rate apartments to be built almost
anywhere—over-riding all voter-approved
land
protection
measures,
including
mandatory open space!
SB-9 and SB-10 invite developers, AirBnB,
Blackstone and other speculators to jump into home-

A number of high income areas across the State now
have attorneys busy trying to have the courts overturn
both SB-9 and SB-10. And, there is a move underfoot
by several other groups to draft State Propositions
that over-turn the two bills and prevent them (or any
iteration of them) from ever being reintroduced—
much like Prop. 13 has done on house taxes.

Prince of Peace in a royal battle
with neighborhood homeowners.
To many of the homeowners near the Prince of Peace
church on Rudnik Avenue—behind the old Collins
St. School site and near the WH Rec Center--it must
seem apocryphal that one of the most appropriate
sayings for what is happening there first came from a
religious book: “The road to Hell is paved with good
intentions” first appeared in Henry G. Bohn’s A
Handbook of Proverbs in 1855.
Many of the neighbors are involved in a dispute with
the church leadership about a proposed expansion of
their West Valley Food Pantry, a social ministry of
the church that has been operating for over 40 years
and has been cited by the State for being an
outstanding non-profit.
As the years have progressed, the food ministry has
grown and the numbers of disadvantaged people has
continued to grow.
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But the recent Covid-19 crisis and the everexpanding homeless situation now has caused those
numbers to swell, bringing a lot more automotive
traffic and outsiders into the heart of a residential
neighborhood.
Now the dynamics of those problems are poised to
explode into a bigger crisis for the homeowners,
thanks to a “good intention” from Assemblyman
Jesse Gabriel. He has found a $3.5 million grant to
expand the Food Pantry facilities at their present
location to include a 7,000 SF commercial kitchen
and other facilities.
According to homeowners, while they support the
mission of the Food Pantry, they believe that the
expansion will bring in even more traffic that already
accessing their homes a nightmare with traffic lines
blocking driveways and making their streets undrivable when the Food Pantry is in operation. They
are also complaining that of late, there is also a
problem with transients coming into their
neighborhood because of food bank services, then
camping
on
their
streets
and
sidewalks with no intention to leave.
they are currently having problems with transients
coming into the neighborhood for the food services,
camping on the sidewalks and resisting any efforts to
get them to leave.
From the church’s point of view, they have taken
steps to re-rout the current traffic when complaints
are received and claim that the transient encampment
problem is not a problem created by the Food Pantry.
Homeowners have asked the Church to move the
Food Pantry to another location and have searched
and found several nearby industrial/commercial sites
where the expanded Food Pantry can set up
operations without making any residential
neighborhood a problem area. However, the Church
has nixed those requests because they maintain that
they will also need the kitchen facilities to service
weddings, meetings and other church-sponsored
events.

The Church claims that the expanded Food Pantry
and new kitchen will continue to serve people in
cars, not walk-ups. One parishioner stated, “It is not
a ‘soup kitchen’ for the homeless.” That church
member went on to state, “The church pays for a
private security service that keeps potential loiterers
off the church property, but has no control over a
public street. If parking restrictions aren’t always
enforced there, the church has no authority to
enforce them.”
The neighbors have stated that they understand the
worth of a food service for the needy, but that the
Church has failed to look out for the rest of the
community where it calls home. “When this was a
smaller operation, having it located in the middle of
a residential neighborhood was something we found
we could live with, “stated one homeowner. “But
today, over 11,000 people commute to the Church
on a monthly basis to collect free food, either
cooked or boxed. Obviously, the overflowing
parking lot has forced users to park on the street,
block driveways, and disturb neighbors. The
question of whether the food pantry was properly
permitted to operate on this property within a single
family zone is not clear and requires the
examination of city records. But none of that is even
factoring in the new, proposed huge extension.”

Proposed re-districting of West
Valley may split up Woodland
Hills.
The Los Angeles City Council Redistricting
Commission (LACCRC) met three days ago and
revealed what they decided would be the best
answer(s) to the required redistricting map for LA
City Council Districts. After evaluating the
submissions from individuals, Neighborhood
Council Community Impact Statements and
Community Interest statements, the Commissioners
decided to rely on the recommendations of outside
contractors to the Commission and decided to
submit four (4) of those maps for drawing the new
CD boundaries.
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The two favored plans break Woodland Hills into
two different Districts at Topanga Canyon, putting
Warner Center and everything east of Topanga into
a new District that includes Canoga Park, Winnetka
and Tarzana. The section west of Topanga is lumped
into the same District as West Hills, Chatsworth,
Porter Ranch, and Northridge.
To view the proposal(s) please go to:
https://laccrc2021.org/wpcontent/uploads/2021/09/City-of-LA-MapDevelopment-Draft-Map-presentation.pdf
There are still more hearings and discussions to
come, but unless the current City Council
representatives of both CD-3 and CD-12 raised
strong objections, the Redistricting Commission’s
recommendations will proceed up the usual rubberstamp chain until it gets signed into law without so
much as a polite “what do you think, citizens?”

Pierce is a valuable part of our
community. And vice-versa.
The Woodland Hills Homeowner’s Organization has
many responsibilities to its members and the
Community as a whole. Since its inception in 1985,
the members of the Board of WHHO have continued
to have open communications with the leaders and
staff of Pierce College and consider maintaining the
institution and the land it occupies one of their top
priorities
Throughout the decades, the College has offered the
community an affordable high level of education in a
convenient location for the residents of Woodland
Hills and for nearby communities. The campus,
comprised of about 400 acres of educational
facilities, includes classrooms, labs, physical
education venues, offices, other administrative space
and student support such as cafeterias, libraries, a
school store and a book store.
Most noticeable to the passer-by, and arguably most
importantly, is the unique and vast open space located

on the campus bringing relief to the densely
populated west San Fernando Valley. The College
offers an Agricultural program and the open space is
used for grazing of the farm animals and for the
cultivation of various crops.
Both the Veterinarian and the Agricultural programs
take advantage of the working farm buildings and the
horse stables. Those agricultural and animal-keeping
facilities and paddocks that have been one of the
area’s most important emergency sites for holding
horses, goats, llamas, sheep and even pigs in times
when their homes are threatened by wildfires and
other natural disasters.
In a City that has continued to grow over the decades,
there has intermittently been pressure to use the land
in a variety of ways that differs from what you see
today. Proposals for a vineyard, a golf course, student
housing, housing concepts for the homeless,
affordable housing and a myriad of other ideas have
come and gone.
WHHO policy was and still is that the land needs to
be used for Educational purposes only, and that the
open land should support its Agricultural program.
That the College needs to preserve the land for its use
and not see portions of it as opportunities to make up
for budget deficits that sometimes arise. There are
always rumors and speculation that developers are
making offers and that offers are being considered.
WHHO’s overall commitment to keep lines of
communication open to all the decision makers and
leaders in the community includes the staff and
leadership at Pierce College. Throughout the decades
a WHHO board member has served as an active
member on the College Citizen’s Committee- Bond
Oversight.
This continues to be the case today, even in the days
of the Pandemic through virtual meeting computer
programs. Each month the Committee reviews what’s
going on at the Campus; any new educational
programs being considered, the various stages of
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maintenance and construction projects and what’s
being planned in the future.
Currently, Board Member Dennis DiBiase has the
responsibility of being the representative for WHHO
on the committee. Every 3 months Mr. DiBiase
brings to the WHHO Board an updated campus map
that reflects all the activities occurring on the campus
and the scope and budget for each. Currently there is
a lot of activity, construction of new and replacement
education buildings, infrastructure improvements and
scheduled maintenance. The College is changing and
growing and embracing much needed modernizing.
But currently all the activity is around the current
enclave of educational uses and facilities.
WHHO commits itself to keeping its membership
informed if and when any consideration arises at the
College that would be detrimental to the community
or at least requires serious stakeholder input. Also, we
have and will continue to bring, Pierce staff to our
general meetings so that anyone can ask questions or
express any concerns to the College leadership
directly.

Secretary: Nancy Porter - (818) 349-8869
Founder (In Memorium): Gordon Murley
Co-Founder (In Memorium): Herb Madsen

Please trust our advertisers for
the services you can count on.
The advertisers who place ads with the WHHO
Newsletter show that they believe in making
Woodland Hills an even better community for all of
us. Their ad dollars go a long way to assuring that
you know what is going on in your community, and
that you have a strong voice in making decision that
impact your neighborhood.

WHHO Officers & Directors for 2020:
President: John Walker - (818) 719-9181
Vice-President: Dennis DiBiase - (818) 346-9567
Vice-President: Marty Lipkin - (818) 999-4340
Treasurer: Silvia Anthony Murley - (818) 404-1945
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Please trust our advertisers for the services
you can count on. And be sure to tell them
you saw their ad here.

Bumper Repair - $475 | front or rear

