WHHO NEWSLETTER – MARCH 2021

WHHO Newsletter
March 2021
Woodland Hills Homeowners Organization
P.O. Box 6368, Woodland Hills, CA 91365 |
www.whho.com

WHHO General Meeting
This Wednesday February 24,
7:30 PM
Webinar Virtual Meeting – Register to watch
live by going to www.whho.com
Nick Melvoin—LAUSD District 4 Board Member
At this Wednesday’s WHHO Community
General meeting, Nick Melvoin, the LA Unified
School Board member who oversees District 4
schools that include Taft High and the vacant
school properties on Oso Street and Collins
Street,. He will discuss current plans for Oso and
Collins, the relationship of the LAUSD with the
Teacher’s Union, his vote to defund school
police and actions to return students to
classrooms during the Covid pandemic. The
Webinar meeting begins at 7:30 P.M.

This Wednesday, 7:30 PM:
LAUSD Board Member Nick
Melvoin addresses the future of
two of our local school
properties, the return of students
to classes, and future plans.
This Wednesday evening, the Woodland Hills
community will have the first opportunity in years to
hear the viewpoints of an LAUSD Board member
who has oversight over more than half of the area’s

of
the

public and charter schools in Woodland Hills—of
schools--including the controversial Oso Street
Elementary and Collins Street Elementary school
property sites. Nick Melvoin who holds the District 4
School Board seat will be the guest on the WHHO’s
Webinar Wednesday evening at 7:30 PM and will
discuss critical issues impacting our local schools
including Covid-19 precautions, The return of
students to in-classroom teaching, the current
relationship of the LAUSD Board with the Teachers’
Union and the many questions concerning the
LAUSD’s plans for the West Valley school where
structures were bulldozed but never replaced.
“We are also hoping that we’ll be able to take live
questions from the public on these important matters
in place of having participants type their questions on
the chat feature,” stated WHHO President John
Walker “But we’ll have to see if that can be done once
the meeting starts. It will be one or the other so come
prepared with good questions.”
Walker noted that the very recent agreement with
teachers to come back to class would be a critical
topic, as well as questions if the classrooms will be
safe. “I’m sure questions of how effective the virtual
classrooms were and if they actually hurt or impeded
the education of our kids will also be critical subjects
for discussion.”
Also sure to be discussed are the 30% defunding of
on-campus school police (Mr. Melvoin wanted a cut
of 50%), and the on-going influence war between
charter schools and City public schools.
“Of course, probably the paramount topic that will be
discussed on Wednesday evening will be whether Mr.
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Melvoin is supporting giving away or trading our
irreplaceable school properties in the West Valley to
developers for housing dense housing projects
instead of using them for Future educational
purposes and rebuilding the schools,” Walker
continued.
The WHHO President points out that the members of
the homeowners’ Education Committee have
researched the data that LAUSD is using to justify
their reluctance to rebuilding any of the schools at
Oso St., Collins St. or Highlander Rd. in West Hills,
and have discovered that the LAUSD Facilities
Department has failed to update their data and is
basing their decisions on information that fails to
count thousands of additional residential units in
Warner Center and other Woodland Hills areas that
have already been built, are currently being built, or
have received City approval to be built. (See
following story.)
“We understand that the Facilities Department of the
LAUSD has formulated a plan of action for using
these properties for something other than as sites for
an actual school building,” Walker noted, “but with
close to 10,000 new apartments or condos going in,
you have to acknowledge that a sizable percentage of
them will be occupied by younger families who have
at least one child who will probably be going to a K6 elementary school or maybe even a middle school.
Bussing has never been an acceptable solution for
West Valley families and jamming “temporary”
classroom onto the open areas and play fields of
surrounding LAUSD schools is less than what our
students and families deserve.”
The West Valley communities have raised very
strong objections in the past to LAUSD and City
suggestions that the former school sites could be used
for dense multi-story housing “Don’t forget that these
sites are in the middle of 50-year old-plus residential
neighborhoods of single family homes,” Walker
pointed out. “To change that dynamic and turn these
peaceful neighborhoods into something they were
never intended to be, destroys the lifestyles of

hundreds of residents and devalues their most
valuable assets.”
He underscored that the idea of the LAUSD “trading”
these properties with developers for other parcels in
distant parts of the city would be something that
could launch thousands of lawsuits against the
LAUSD—something that the schools could ill-afford
to pursue.
“We appreciate the opportunity to discuss these
things with Nick Melvoin,” Walker said and
emphasized that the Wednesday night webinar is an
important event for everyone who lives in the West
Valley.
The WHHO President is urging anyone with a
concise question concerning our Woodland Hills
schools and the LAUSD to make sure they view or
phone in to the meeting. He noted that there will be
an opportunity to pose a question live or ask in the Q
& A link of the webinar during the discussion
The WHHO General Meeting Zoom Webinar will
start on-line at 7:30 PM, and to gain access to
Wednesday’s WHHO Webinar, simply go to the
WHHO website (www.whho.com) register there.

WHHO finds thousands more
residential units being built in
Woodland Hills and Warner
Center than LAUSD predicts.
In the continuing issue of whether the Los Angeles
Unified School District (LAUSD) needs to rebuild
the elementary schools on its Oso Street, Collins
Street and Highlander Street properties or dispose of
the land, the WHHO has discovered that the
demographic information the LAUSD is basing its
calculations on is outdated and inaccurate.
WHHO made a Public Records Request for the data
being presented to the School Board for making their
critical decisions, and the data we received clearly
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shows copies their figures fail to project accurate
evaluations beyond 2013.
“The numbers being relied on to make decisions
impacting entire neighborhoods in the West Valley
fail to accurately account for current and expected
growth, increased population and new housing
developments for Woodland Hills and Warner
Center,” stated WHHO Vice President Dennis
DiBiase. “Based on current information from the
City’s Planning Department, we have discovered that
the LAUSD data does not factor in more than 10,000
new housing units that have already been built, are in
the process of being built, or have received approval
to be built in Warner Center and several other areas
near the LAUSD elementary school properties.”
According to DiBiase, the Warner Center 2035
Specific Plan was adopted in 2013 and allowed
construction from the existing 6,000 (approx.) living
units to total of 26,000 living units in Warner Center
alone. That did not account for any additional dense
housing projects near the three school sites or just
outside the borders of Warner Center.
“To help illustrate the critical shortfall in LAUSD’s
demographics the WHHO compiled a list of
residential developments located in and around
Warner Center that clearly amplify where the future
of our community is going regarding population
growth and increased educational needs,” DiBiase
continued.
According to the data, there are 7,353 apartment units
and Live/Work units currently either completed or
approved, and additional 2,950 residential units that
are being proposed and are now being evaluated
through the planning process. DiBiase quickly
pointed out that a project for the old Rocketdyne
property on has yet to be proposed and are not
counted in any current data.
He also noted that the development fees associated
with mitigating the burden on the schools provided
by the new projects can’t be ignored, and the
community has particular concern about how and in

what other community those dollars are appropriated
if the money isn’t going to be used to upgrade and
rebuild our neighborhood school properties.
Developers of all residential and commercial projects
in Warner Center are required to pay development
fees meant to mitigate the related burden(s) that
would be placed on the school system. Specifically,
the fees are supposed to be earmarked for the
additional educational needs for added residents, and
for all Warner Center-based company employees’
families who are expected to increase the teaching
burden on area LAUSD facilities.
The amount of additional funding for LAUSD to be
generated only by residential development in Warner
Center is staggering. The monetary figure— just
based on the gross square foot average of $4.08/SF
per living unit—will be over $41 Million Dollars
when the projects in the system are completed. Yet to
date, the overwhelming amount of the money
generated by Warner Center development fees has
been sent to LAUSD headquarters and distributed to
areas far away from the West Valley.
“Let’s remember, that $41+ Million Dollars is just
attributed to the residential development in Warner
Center. The Commercial properties are also required
to pay an LAUSD fee and we haven’t even totaled
those fees yet,” DiBiase explained. He noted that
Warner Center could possibly generate an increase in
employment in the area from the existing 40,000
(approx.) jobs to 80,000 jobs by 2035.
He pointed out that the WHHO has sent the LAUSD
Superintendent, the Board members and the school
district’s facilities executives a number of
communications in the recent past reminding them
that the development fees generated in Warner Center
are meant to mitigate the clear direct burden on the
school system, and is the justification for the
development as part of the CEQA process.
The WHHO is carefully scrutinizing ongoing
developments and is weighing responses from the
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LAUSD and other governing bodies as relates to this
issue to determine future actions that might become
necessary. The WHHO Board promises to keep
members abreast of any changes or new actions as
soon as any decisions are reached by the LAUSD.

Westfield properties to be up for
sale by the French conglomerate
that bought them.
Westfield’s Topanga Plaza Mall, the Westfield
Village and possibly even the Westfield Promenade
2035 project site may be sold before 2022 by UnibailRodamco-Westfield the conglomerate that
took over the properties when they bought the
Australia-based company.
According to the Chairman of the company, they
expect U-R-W’s presence in the US to be minimal
and quite possibly zero. The company feels there is
“No investment market in the US for 2021,” and
expects to sell in a much more receptive market in
2022.

residential units, a 24-story office tower, two hotels,
a supermarket, retail/commercial shopping, offices
and a 10,000-seat indoor arena or a 7,500-seat open
roof stadium in its final plans.
However, if U-R-W does sell the property, the buyer
would probably be required to fulfill the approved
building plans for the master-planned community, or
face the issues of going through the entire Planning
process again and possibly even triggering a new
Environmental Impact Report (EIR).
Another issue that would have to be worked out if the
Promenade property is sold is the signed legal
agreement that was reached between the Woodland
Hills Homeowners Organization (WHHO) and
Westfield that was designed to remain in effect if the
property was ever sold or transferred to another party.
That legal agreement contains a number of
protections for the community and design changes in
the project that the WHHO negotiated with Westfield
executives in return for dropping its appeal to the City
and agreeing not to legally seek stopping the project.

The company says it's grappling not only with the
pandemic's temporary challenges to both consumers
and stores, but also has faced growing retail
bankruptcies and department store closures—
especially of major companies that serve as the
anchor tenants of larger malls.

Because the Promenade property is still owned by UR-W, the entity that purchased Westfield, the legal
agreement remains in effect and any sale of the
property or changes to the final City approved plans
will be monitored closely by the WHHO Board of
Directors. WHHO members will be alerted to any
changes in the project and decisions by the WHHO
Board should they happen.

The question is what does that mean for the three
Westfield properties in Warner Center? The company
has not released any specifics, but work is continuing
on the new “marketplace and theater center” that is
being constructed in place of the old Sears store at
Topanga Plaza. The Village would appear to remain
solid since the anchor store Costco continues to
flourish. But the fate of the Promenade 2035 project
is somewhat hazy for the time being.

URW was formed when a leading French real
estate company purchased world’s largest mall
operator for nearly $25 billion in 2018. At that time,
mergers were considered a key defense mechanism
for mall operators struggling to cope with declining
foot traffic as consumers shifted to digital options to
do their shopping. Then came the pandemic.

U-R-W has made no pronouncements about what
might be ahead for the old Promenade site. The City
of Los Angeles give final approval to build the
master-planned community that had hundreds of

City considering a massive
increase in fees for filing appeals
of any construction project
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which would allow developers to
build unchallenged.
A frightening old idea has come back to life at the
City Council as several City Council members are
contemplating a gigantic increase in fees for an
individual or group for filing an appeal of a
construction project from the existing $89 fee to a
breath-taking $16,000.
The City Council’s Planning Land Use and Mobility
Committee (PLUM) will hold a hearing on April 6,
2021 at 2 PM to discuss a “Comprehensive Fee
Update to more accurately the cost of providing
planning and land use services based on new trends
and data ...”
The idea for the increase arose when the Department
of Planning (at the request of the Mayor) did a cost
analysis report regarding recommendations for fee
increases that would cover the costs of the services
provided by the City when an appeal of a project is
filed by an individual or group. The report
recommended a fee increase from the current $89 fee
to $158 cost because of the time and manpower costs
attached to handling the appeal.
Instead, the City Council--specifically the City’s
PLUM Committee—has proposed that the fee be
increased to $16,000!
The move appears to be an attempt to quash any
public discussion, public participation or access to the
land use and planning processes in the City, and in
the decision making that directly affects everyone’s
local neighborhood and planning area.
Many neighborhood groups and Neighborhood
Councils claim that the fee increase represents a
massive gift to developers, land use lawyers,
lobbyists, expeditors and special interests in City
Hall. They also state that the City Council and its
PLUM Committee have failed to adequately provide
public notice and specific special interest notices to
the City’s communities and neighborhoods. Also
argues is that there has been no outreach to HOAs or

other organizations that would be silenced by the fee
increase from exercising their right of appeal and
challenging decisions that may negatively impact
them permanently.
The WHHO Board will discuss a response to this
action and recommends that individuals contact Bob
Blumenfield’s office (he is a member of the PLUM
Committee) and write their objections to the massive
fee increase. Your written comments may be
addressed to: L.A. City Clerk, Room 395, City Hall,
200 North Spring Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012. Or
you may submit them by email
to:
www.LACouncilComment.com. Be sure to reference
“City Council File 09-0969-S3.” All submissions
should be received no later than April 1, 2021.

Neighborhood Council voting is
now underway. Be sure you
request your ballot to vote via
the internet.
Voting for candidates for the Woodland HillsWarner Center Neighborhood Council is now
underway and the Election will be on May 4th.
All elections for Neighborhood Councils are entirely
Vote-by-Mail this year due to the pandemic, and
you must request a ballot to be sent to you by the
LA City Clerk. The ballots are only available by
request and are postage paid, but must be requested
before April 27.
You can then mail the completed ballot, and the
ballot must be postmarked on or before May 4,
2021. You can also drop off the completed ballot at
one of these dropboxes:
• Woodland Hills Recreation Center (5858
Shoup Ave.)
• Platt Branch Library (236000 Victory Blvd.)
• Winnetka Recreation Center (8401 Winnetka
Ave.)
• Any Region 3 Drop Box (NC/VBM/dropbox
location list-v21.indd (lacity.org)
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Remember, all mail ballots must be postmarked on
(or put into ballot drop boxes before 8 PM on May
4, 2021.) The Ballot Drop Box will be available
from Friday, April 30 at 9 AM thru Election Day,
Tuesday, May 4 at 8 PM.
The elections for the Woodland Hills-Warner Center
Neighborhood Council will be for Area 2 (mostly
Warner Center), Area 4 (west of Woodlake and
north of the 101 Freeway) and Area 6 (south of the
101 Freeway between Serrania Avenue and Topanga
Canyon Blvd.) Elections will also be for the single
At-Large seat, and stakeholders who live, work or
are a member of a registered Community Based
Organization in any Woodland Hills area can vote
for that candidate.
Voting is expected to be very light for this election
due to the pandemic and the necessity to request
ballots from the City Clerk, which means that it will
probably only take a few votes for a candidate to
win a 4-year seat in your neighborhood. That has
energized a number of polarized groups to run and
back candidates in each of the election areas. The
results could mean the representative(s) in your area
may have ideas that are diametrically opposed to
yours unless you research the candidates on line,
request a ballot from the City Clerk and actually
mail in or drop off your ballot before the elections
close.
The Woodland Hills Neighborhood Council is
holding a “Meet the Candidate” forum for
individuals running for a seat on the council in place
of its regular April 7 Board meeting at 6:30 PM. The
only specific agenda item will be the candidate
forum and any required items. Each candidate will
be given about 3 min to introduce themselves to the
board and community.
There will also be a Q&A period but according to
NC officers, this will not be a debate. Specifics on
the agenda will be posted on the WH Council’s web
page (whcouncil.org).

WHHO trying to line up guest
speakers from Pierce College for
April 28th webinar meeting.
The WHHO Board is in the process of trying to line
up representatives of Pierce College to update the
community on what has transpired at the college
since the pandemic hit last March, and what issues
and developments await as Pierce College starts
getting ready for the return of students to its facilities
now that the Covid vaccines are being administered
on a wide-scale basis.
WHHO Vice President Dennis DiBiase has been in
touch with Pierce executives and is hopeful that
Pierce President Dr. Alexis S. Montevirgen will be
able to address WHHO members through our April
webinar.
He also indicated that he has spoken to College
Project Director Marco Tarantino and is hopeful that
he can also attend the April 28 WHHO meeting and
presenting the ongoing and future projects for the
Pierce campus.
Dr. Montevirgen assumed the Pierce presidency only
a short time before the Covid Virus crisis hit, and
before he could address a WHHO General Meeting.
Pierce College plays a critical role in Woodland Hills
as the area’s largest education center, as well as the
primary refuge for the area’s horses and other large
animals like llamas and goats when their stables are
threatened by wildfires.
The college has previously presented plans for new
buildings and other educational facilities to be
constructed at the corner of Victory and DeSoto, and
the WHHO is seeking to find out if those plans are
still moving forward and what new facilities may be
planned for the near future.
The Pierce campus was turned into a major Covid
testing site by the City health department, and is now
the second largest Covid vaccination site in LA
County.
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A View from WHHO:
By Dennis DiBiase—Vice President

Does the future hold a better
future for Woodland Hills?
Members of the Woodland Hills Homeowner’s
Organization have been watching a not so subtle
evolution in the way Woodland Hills is being
transformed.
Questions have been circulating for quite a while, and
Covid has brought the issues even more to the
forefront. What will the future bring for the need for
retail and office space, and what kind of residential
development(s) will be needed in the future?
Furthermore, what do we want, and what do our next
and future generations want--and more importantly
need-- in our area? And then there’s the growing
issue of the increased cost of housing. Even
“affordable housing” is quickly becoming relatively
unaffordable for so many.
Close to home, landowners are increasingly
proposing to develop current occupied properties and
open space for the immediate needs of today. We see
more and more Warner Center commercial properties
slowly giving way to residential development. Fewer
and fewer small business are now being
headquartered here.
The Warner Center 2035 Plan embraced, in fact
mandated, a balance of residential and nonresidential uses. But the Plan was written in a way to
be market driven, allowing whatever was “needed at
the time” to be built first with the other required uses
put off until the need arose and with no real deadline.
So the hope that we’ll see an influx of large
commercial entities setting up tents here and taking
commuters off the freeways and major streets in the
near future seems to be quickly fading
In other communities, Ventura Boulevard (our “Main
Street”) is seeing a growing residential replacement

of commercial properties as well. Not yet in
Woodland Hills, but the changing times are
impacting Ventura Boulevard in our area as well. The
restaurants will come back. Services that can’t be
affected by ‘retail on the web’, such as vehicle
services, will probably remain. But we’re already
seeing applications for small apartment projects to
take the place of some retail locations.
Ventura Boulevard already has its issues with
deficient parking, small lots, cars moving too fast, the
street only being used as a freeway alternative, lack
of owner pride regarding maintenance, lack of city
services and vacancies. But the new normal that
evolves every month is just another mound on top of
the hill to climb for this key thoroughfare.
The Boething Treeland property and the Woodland
Hills Golf Corse property also present areas of
possible major development moves outside of
Warner Center. Boething had presented a master plan
for residential and eldercare development on their
nursery site several years ago, and the Environmental
Impact Report was still being evaluated when the
pandemic hit. The Woodland Hills Golf Course
property was just recently sold and there has been
some talk of what to do with a course that many
golfers judge as too small and too confining.
The Anthem/Blue Cross office high rise in Warner
Center is the paradigm to which we can illustrate the
overall issue. This office building has been a vibrant
mainstay in our community since the early 1970s. But
since Anthem moved several years ago, the ‘For
Lease’ sign has been up (“Entire Building Available)
and there have been no takers or serious parties until
just recently.
.
The well-covered prediction for businesses is that
even more employees will be working from home
than ever before when the new normal returns. We all
have discovered technology that allows us to work,
meet and make vital business, social and retail
connections without burdening our roadways and
mass transit systems.
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It seems that the logic used for our Specific Plans
(and there are four of them in our area) need to be
updated in consideration of what is going on.
Yes, even our newest plan The WC 2035 Plan needs
additional scrutiny. The other plans are the Girard
Tract Specific Pan, the Mulholland Specific Plan and
the Ventura Boulevard Specific Plan. The City is
closely looking at the need for even having the Girard
plan at all. The WHHO and others are saying the
Ventura Boulevard Plan needs a true update, or at
least a major tweaking of some critical portions.
.
The Woodland Hills Homeowner’s Organization is
actively researching the areas needing attention with
the WC 2035 Plan, and will keep members posted
when issues arise that could impact our
neighborhoods and the community in general. We’ll
also keep you up-to-date on any significant changes
to the Specific Plan for Ventura Blvd.

The WHHO needs You to be part
of us and share your ideas.
The Woodland Hills Homeowners Organization
holds forums on critical issues impacting your home,
your lifestyle, your neighborhood and this
community. We actively lobby City and State
decision makers on your behalf. Our in-person
meetings are free and open to all and during the
pandemic we’ve made our virtual meetings available
to everyone. But, it does cost money to run Zoom
meetings during the pandemic and file paperwork on
behalf of the community.
So, if you believe that the WHHO is providing a
valuable public service in addressing some of the
most critical issues impacting you and your
neighborhood, and hosting the City and State officials
who answer your most pressing questions, then we
invite you to step up and become an official member
of the Woodland Hills Homeowner Organization.

other legally required fees. There are no paid
positions on the WHHO. So, please become an
official WHHO member today. You’ll find an
Application on our web site, www.whho.com. We
look forward to having you part of our family.

Please trust our advertisers for
the services you can count on
during this pandemic. And be
sure to tell them you saw their ad
here.
The advertisers who place ads with the WHHO
Newsletter show that they believe in making
Woodland Hills an even better community for all of
us. Their ad dollars go a long way to assuring that
you know what is going on in your community, and
that you have a strong voice in making decision that
impact your neighborhood.
We urge you to patronize the businesses you see
here and give these services an opportunity to bid
for your project. Call them up today, and be sure to
tell them that you saw their advertisement in the
WHHO newsletter. We appreciate it. They
appreciate your business. And the community
appreciates your thoughtfulness.

WHHO Officers & Directors for 2021:
President: John Walker - (818) 719-9181
Vice-President: Dennis DiBiase - (818) 346-9567
Vice-President: Marty Lipkin - (818) 999-4340
Treasurer: Silvia Anthony Murley - (818) 404-1945
Secretary: Nancy Porter - (818) 349-8869
Founder (In Memorium): Gordon Murley
Co-Founder (In Memorium): Herb Madsen

It is only $25 a year for an entire household to belong,
and your membership goes helps cover Zoom
meeting expenses, as well as for taxes, insurance and
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Please trust our advertisers for the services
you can count on. And be sure to tell them
you saw their ad here.

Bumper Repair - $475 | front or rear

