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Woodland Hills Homeowners Organization 
P.O. Box 6368, Woodland Hills, CA 91365 | www.whho.com 

 

WHHO General Meeting 
Wednesday, August September 23, 

7:30 PM 
Zoom Meeting – Invitations will be sent to 

you by email and on whho.com 
Guest Speakers: State Sen. Henry Stern and 

Challenger Houman Salem 
Topics: Solutions to the biggest issues facing 
your neighborhood, your city and your state. 

 
Candidates for State Senate 
District 27: Incumbent Henry 
Stern(D) vs. Challenger Houman 
Salem(R) take stances on key 
issues impacting your family, 
your home and your wallet 
during Wednesday’s Zoom 
meeting.  
 

There are nearly 1 million Californians who live in 

California’s 27th State Senate District which covers 

the West Valley in LA County, Agoura Hills, 

Calabasas, Hidden Hills, Malibu, Moorpark, Simi 

Valley, Thousand Oaks, Westlake Village, and part 

of Santa Clarita. The District seat is currently held by 

Henry Stern who is being challenged by businessman 

Houman Salem in the November 3rd elections. This 

Wednesday evening starting at 7:30 PM, both will be 

guests on the WHHO’s September 23rd General 

Meeting on Zoom. 

 

A spirited and informative debate is expected as both 

candidates will be asked for their proposed solutions 

on such critical topics as the mounting homeless 

situation, unrelenting fire dangers threatening 

California mountains and hills, the Sacramento 

Legislature’s implacable quest to densify and 

potentially destroy single family neighborhoods, and 

the State’s push to increase taxes and dismantle 

current laws that limit that taxation. 

 

This will be the WHHO’s second undertaking to hold 

a virtual Community meeting over Zoom in light of 

pandemic safeguards, and new precautions are being 

put in place to prevent the offensive and moronic 

Zoom-bombing that occurred during the initial 

Virtual WHHO meeting. WHHO members and 

individuals who have provided the WHHO with their 

email and phone contact information will be sent 

specific instructions to register for a link so you can 

watch live and time permitting ask questions during 

this Wednesday’s meeting. If you have not provided 

the WHHO with your email address, go to the 

WHHO website at www.whho.com/contact and fill 

out the “We’re Ready Let’s Talk” form.  Or, email to 

johnmwalker@earthlink.net with your request for 

access information. 

 

Because the 27th State Senate District covers so many 

different suburbs and represents so many 

Californians, the seat is one of the most important in 

the State Legislature. Democrat Henry Stern won the 

seat four years ago and is seeking his second term. 

His challenger Republican Houman Salem finished 

second in the State’s primary elections and won him 

the right to challenge in the November 3rd election. 
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It is also one of the State Districts most threatened by 

proposed laws coming out of both the State Assembly 

and State Senate.—especially concerning zoning, 

housing and densification. This last session, the 

Senate ratified bill SB 1120 and sent it on to the State 

Assembly for their approval. SB1120 was one of a 

series of contentious and highly damaging pieces of 

legislation that have been coursing through the 

chambers of the legislatures in Sacramento. 

Ostensibly, these bills are intended to create 

additional housing for lower income families and 

even help lessen the homeless issues in California, 

but in reality destroy single family home 

neighborhoods by allowing up to four dwellings to be 

built in place of an existing single home. (That 

doesn’t include the already allowed Accessory 

Dwelling Unit(s) of which two are allowed per home 

regardless of any existing zoning ordinances or 

classifications—meaning you could be looking at 

eight dwellings in place of a neighbor’s single 

house!). 

 

It was only because SB1120 was passed so late in the 

night by the State Assembly, that the changes from 

the Assembly couldn’t be voted on by the Senate 

because of a strict constitutional time deadline. But 

that “technical defeat doesn’t mean this Frankenstein 

of a bill won’t be brought back after a new legislature 

is voted in. 

 

SB 1120 and the slew of other related zone-killing 

bills will be one of the key topics discussed by the 

candidates Wednesday evening. So will the killer 

firestorms that are threatening the mountains and hills 

of California every year. Plus there are the topics of 

traffic, ever-increasing homeless encampments, 

rising taxes and threats by the legislature to dismantle 

or cripple Proposition 13 laws which severely limit 

the State from increasing property tax assessments on 

both residential and commercial properties. 

 

“We are hoping that these critical issues will elicit 

some hard questions, “WHHO President John Walker 

said, “and that the candidates will be able to offer 

some thoughtful and inspiring solutions.” 

 

If you haven’t been sent a registration link to view the 

live forum, go to the WHHO website at 

www.whho.com/contact and fill out the “We’re 

Ready Let’s Talk” form.   

 

Topics and guests have already 
been lined up for WHHO’s 
October and November Zoom 
virtual meetings.  
 

The WHHO has been working diligently to get 

important speakers in front of our West Valley 

constituency to address important issues that will 

impact neighborhoods and the entire Woodland Hills 

community. 

 

Our October Zoom virtual General meeting will 

focus on the school board race for LAUSD’s District 

3 seat where challenger Marilyn Koziatek will face 

off against incumbent Scott Schmerelsom in a contest 

that pits a candidate backed by the Los Angeles 

Teacher’s Union against one backed by charter 

schools advocates. The WHHO on-line debate will be 

on Wednesday, October 28 starting at 7:30 P.M. That 

will give WHHO members and attendees just enough 

time to ask their questions, weigh the answers and be 

able to cast a knowledgeable vote in the Nov. 3 

election.  

 

State Assemblyman Jesse Gabriel has confirmed he 

will be the featured guest for the WHHO’s November 

General meeting that will be shared on Zoom on 

Wednesday evening, November 18 starting at 7:30 

P.M.  

 

Details on both of those future meetings will be in 

upcoming WHHO Newsletters and on the WHHO 

website at www.whho.com. 

 

 
Walnut Acres faces third attempt 
in last 4 months to cut up RA-1 
parcels. 
 

http://www.whho.com/contact
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Walnut Acres is under attack again, as another 

application to subdivide one of their large, rural RA-

1 lots (Residential Agricultural) has been filed with 

the City and is now making its way through the 

hearing process.  

 

The previous two applications have been contested in 

the Woodland Hills Neighborhood Council’s 

Planning, Land Use and Mobility (PLUM) 

Committee, resulting in one application being 

withdrawn by the applicant, and one application 

going to Planning and CD-3 Councilman Bob 

Blumenfield for their approval after the Board of the 

Neighborhood Council voted against supporting the 

application and requesting LA City Planning and LA 

City Councilman Bob Blumenfield to deny the 

application because the flag-lot split does not meet 

the technical requirements for a 150’ midway lot 

width.   

 

No decision has been made by either the CD-3 or 

Planning, and the matter can still be appealed to 

several City hearing groups including the City 

Council’s PLUM Committee.  

 

This new application also seeks to create a flag-lot 

configuration and is being opposed by two major 

neighborhood groups—Walnut Acres Neighborhood 

Association (WANA), and Preserve Walnut Acres. 

The latest application for the lot split on Erwin St. has 

not yet been heard by the PLUM Committee, but 

details of that hearing will be posted on the WHHO 

website. 

 

The WHHO has long held that the RA-1 (Residential 

Agricultural) lots that still remain in Walnut Acres 

should not be subdivided in order to protect the 

treasured animal-keeping rights of this area, and to 

maintain the unique residential aspects of one of 

Woodland Hills’ oldest and most unique 

neighborhoods. 

The SB1120 Bill is dead—
technically. But like a horror 
story, it could soon come back 

to life to terrorize your home and 
neighborhood. 
 

SB 1120—a bill that would have allowed for 

duplexes or even fourplexes to be built on most 

single-family lots in California regardless of any 

local zoning restrictions eked past the State 

Assembly, but died a few minutes later as the year’s 

legislative session came to an end with only three 

minutes remaining--before the State Senate could 

take it up for a vote last month.  

A threat to over 8 million California homeowners at 

virtually all income levels, SB-1120 would have 

crushed virtually all single family zoning—including 

HOAs and Agricultural zoned areas-- and would have 

allowed 4 market-rate homes to be constructed where 

one single family home now stands. 

 

After an initial attempt fell short of passage by three 

votes, the Assembly made a second attempt of 

passing voting on SB1120, passing it with a margin 

of 42 to 17, just one vote more than was needed and 

just three minutes before a midnight deadline to 

clear both houses. 

The zone-busting bill was one of several similar 

anti-single family neighborhood bills authored by 

San Francisco’s Scott Weiner who has spent the past 

three years trying to jam his reckless concepts for 

increasing housing through the legislature. 

Sen. Weiner based his legislation on the premise 

that yards and single family dwellings are 

“immoral” and the bill would allow 4 market-rate or 

luxury homes to be constructed where one single 

family home now stands—and 8 units if cities have 

local “granny flat” laws, which LA has. This 

legislation opens residential streets in every 

neighborhood—including HOAs—to speculation 

frenzy by unscrupulous developers and rental giants 

who would then take control over neighborhoods 

This time, the bill did not pass the Assembly and 

reach the Senate with enough time for legislators to 

take it up. So, technically the bill “died.” But 

proponents of the high density legislation have 

stated their intent to bring it back when the new 
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Sacramento legislature is voted in and called back 

into session. The WHHO will continue to monitor 

the situation in Sacramento carefully, and keep you 

advised when it is time to react and fight it if it 

should be re-introduced. 

 

Blumenfield sets Nov. 16 date to 
begin moving homeless 
encampments from under the 
101 Freeway at Corbin and 
Winnetka overpasses. 
 

CD-3 Councilman Bob Blumenfield has just 

announced that his office will start moving the 

homeless population from the squalid encampments 

that have been built under two Woodland Hills 

Freeway underpasses beginning on November 16. 

The Councilman’s office stated that homeless 

individuals would be moved into newly available 

housing facilities that the City was purchasing. 

 

Working with the new Los Angeles Homeless 

Services Authority (LAHSA) pilot program that 

geographically targets financial and manpower 

resources to clear homeless encampments and move 

individuals into habitable structures like motels and 

hotels that are being purchased by the City, the 

Corbin Freeway underpass and the Winnetka 

Freeway underpass have been selected as two sites 

in the West Valley where 33 homeless individuals 

will have been identified to be relocated.  

 

Blumenfield stated that, “The goal is to house folks 

and then, pursuant to (Federal US Judge) Judge 

Carter’s determination that it is unsafe to live under 

the freeways, make sure that these underpasses 

remain off-limits to future encampments.” 

 

Specifics as to which existing sites the homeless 

population under the two overpasses will be moved 

to have yet to be disclosed, but speculation is they 

will be relocated to several hotels or motels that the 

City is in the process of purchasing. Also left 

unanswered were the questions of how LAHSA or 

the City will deal with individuals who refuse the 

housing, and exactly what steps will be taken by the 

LAPD or other City departments to insure that the 

homeless encampments don’t return to the Freeway 

underpass locations, or what will happen if they 

simply move to another location like the growing 

Shoup underpass encampment or others.   

 

The CD-3 announcement stated that details about 

what the posted signage will look like and how the 

City will insure that the area remains off limits are 

still being worked through with the City Attorney 

and others, but that other cities that have settled 

cases in Judge Carter’s Court on this topic provide a 

possible roadmap.  

 

The Winnetka Freeway underpass as well as the 

Corbin underpass have been growing problems over 

the past several years for Woodland Hills residents, 

and there has been growing concern about the 

impacts and possible conflicts with students walking 

through the underpasses to try and access Taft High 

School once the pandemic crisis has been solved. In 

their present state, the sidewalks have been blocked 

by tents, refuse and trash, forcing pedestrians and a 

number of ADA individuals to have to use the street 

to bypass the encampments. 

 

According to his office, Blumenfield’s program will 

be one of the first, if not the first, to house everyone 

in an underpass/geographic area and then keep that 

area off-limits to camping. 

 

Blumenfield stated, “My goal is to offer housing or 

a bed to all 606 people that are unsheltered in my 

district.  Ultimately, the settlement of the lawsuit in 

Judge Carter’s Court will likely enable the City, on a 

district specific basis, to prohibit urban camping in 

that district once shelter is available for a certain 

percentage of the unsheltered people in that 

district.  I am moving forward on shelter and 

housing options as fast as possible.” 

 
In Case You Missed It: 

CD-3 Councilman Bob 
Blumenfield came out “against” 
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SB-1120, “for” protecting our 5 
LAUSD school properties for 
educational uses only, and more 
at August WHHO meeting. 
 

After a few minutes of unexpected and idiotic 

juvenile “bombing” interruptions, the August 

WHHO Zoom virtual General Meeting produced an 

informative and insightful Q&A discussion with 

CD-3 Councilman Bob Blumenfield on a number of 

important issues. 

 

First was SB-1120, the Sacramento bill that would 

have severely impacted every single family 

neighborhood in the West Valley. Although he 

seconded a motion to have the LA City Council 

consider supporting the Sacramento motion, he 

emphasized that he did it as a “courtesy second” so 

that the motion could be brought to the City 

Council’s Rules Committee for discussion, and 

reiterated that he was strongly opposed to SB 1120 

being adopted by the State. 

 

When the motion for the City of LA to support the 

Sacramento bill came before the full City Council, 

Blumenfield voted with the majority against SB 

1120 and the City sent the State legislature and 

several members sent the Governor a letter urging 

rejection of the proposed law. 

 

As for the proposed state law AB 3308 that allows 

LAUSD land to be used for housing and other non-

educational uses, Blumenfield stated that he would 

like to see the five West Valley school properties 

(Oso Street, Collins Street, Highlander, and Plat 

Ranch Elementary schools and Hughes middle 

school) used only for educational purposes because 

we will need those sites again for schools for future 

generations.  

 

A question about the use of the Woodland Hills Rec 

Center on Shoup being used for homeless shelter 

was answered with the announcement that those 

individuals were being relocated that week and that 

the WH Rec Center would soon be returning as a 

site for its original intended purposes. 

 

The Councilman also weighed in on these issues: 

* Homeless: The Councilman brought Federal Judge 

Carter out to several Woodland Hills homeless sites 

to see the squalor first hand. The Judge said that if 

60% of the homeless could be sheltered, the City 

would be allowed to clear out the encampments and 

clean out the underpasses. (See previous story) 

* The contaminated Rocketdyne tract on Victory 

and Canoga: The land has not cleared the 

environmental requirements for clean-up of both soil 

and groundwater so nothing can be built on that land 

until it meets the Federal and State requirements for 

clean-up. 

* Catalina Yacht site: They do not have any 

environmental restrictions on the land and they are 

currently trying to sell the land. The Councilman 

said that it might be a possible site for temporary 

pallet housing for the homeless, or possibly vehicle 

parking for people living out of their cars, campers 

and RVs. 

* Defunding the LAPD: The LAPD budget has been 

cut by less than 2/3 of one percent which is not a 

significant amount. Blumenfield stated that he 

personally doesn’t want to cut the LAPD budget at 

all, but is open to reimagining a number of police 

assignments like dealing with the mentally ill. 

 
 

WHHO Officers & Directors for 2020: 

President: John Walker - (818) 719-9181 

Vice-President: Dennis DiBiase - (818) 346-9567 

Vice-President: Marty Lipkin - (818) 999-4340 

Treasurer: Silvia Anthony Murley - (818) 404-1945 

Secretary: Nancy Porter - (818) 349-8869 

 

Founder (In Memorium): Gordon Murley 

Co-Founder (In Memorium): Herb Madsen 

 

 

 



Bumper Repair - $475 | front or rear

Please trust our advertisers for the services 
you can count on. And be sure to tell them 
you saw their ad here.

The advertisers who place ads in the WHHO Newsletter 
show that they believe in making Woodland Hills an even 
better community for all of us. They are professionals 
dedicated to providing you with attentive service and fair 
prices. And they recognize that supporting the WHHO with 
their ads helps you get the information and sometimes po-
litical intervention that can make a substantial difference in 
your neighborhood. Why not patronize the businesses you 
see here or give these services an opportunity to bid for 
your project?  Call them up today, and be sure to tell them 
that you saw their advertisement in the WHHO newsletter. 
We appreciate it. They appreciate your business. And the 
community appreciates your thoughtfulness.


